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Abstract

The relationship between mysticism and philosophy has always been one of the contentious topics in the history
of thought. Many mystics in the lIranian-Islamic civilization have not denied reason, and for this reason,
explaining the nature of the relationship between mystics and philosophers in Islamic Iran is of particular
importance. Sana'i of Ghazna is the first Persian-speaking poet to have introduced mystical themes extensively
into poetry. Like many mystics, he acknowledges the limitations of reason, but on the other hand, he does not
consider reason ineffective and does not disregard its proper station. He is particularly critical of philosophy,
especially in his Divan of poetry, yet at the same time he has drawn upon philosophical themes in his works.
Sana'i is not far removed in time from the flourishing period of philosophy in Islamic Iran; therefore, it is natural
that he would have been influenced by the teachings of the greatest philosopher before him, namely lbn Sina.
Moreover, among philosophers, Sana'i mentions only the name of lbn Sina in his poetry, and among
philosophical works, he refers only to his works. The main question of this study, conducted through library
research, is to what extent and in which domains Sana'i was influenced by Avicennian thought.

Keywords: Sana'i, Ibn Sina, Philosophy, Hadiqgat al-Hagiga, Mysticism.

Introduction

The influence of philosophers on mystics has been a familiar phenomenon in the history of thought. Majid
Fakhry notes that although mystical experience is often regarded as distinct from—or even opposed to—rational
and philosophical experience, it cannot be said to be unrelated to rational or philosophical concerns, since
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mystical experience claims to lead the human being toward a complete and elevated perception of truth, which is
precisely what reason seeks. In fact, the relationship between the history of Islamic Sufism and the history of
philosophy has been closer than that between philosophy and other Sufi orders (Fakhry, 2010, p. 12).

The connection between the ideas of philosophers and the Sufis among Muslims has a long history. In the
Islamic world, philosophy—which had previously been separated from religion and mysticism—was once again
joined to them, and philosophy and mysticism drew closer together. Many of our sages were mystics, and many
of our mystics were philosophers (Ebrahimi Dinani, 2004, p. 88). Ibn Sina, the master of the Peripatetics, like his
contemporary Abu Hayyan al-Tawhidi, inclined toward Sufism. Even in the Epistles of the Brethren of Purity
(Ikhwan al-Safa), where the sciences are discussed, similarities with the views of the Sufis can be observed. A
reverse tendency also existed: some Sufis adopted the cosmological views found in the works of Ibn Sina, the
Brethren of Purity, and others, and incorporated them into their own mystical theories (Nasr, 2013, p. 105).
Some Western scholars have likewise confirmed the interweaving of Sufism with philosophy in the Islamic
world. Bertels states that philosophical ideas appeared in Sufi circles from the very earliest stages (Bertels, 2008,
p. 46). Jan Rypka also notes that, as a result of the spread of Aristotelian quasi-theological beliefs, Platonic
idealism, and Plotinus's theory of the First Emanation within Sufism, some Sufi doctrines became distant and
alien from common beliefs (Rypka, 2003, p. 417).

Sana'i is the first poet to have introduced mysticism extensively into Persian poetry, and his poems contain
philosophical concepts. Research into the sources of Sana'i's philosophical thought is important, since he is
regarded as the founder of mystical poetry. Given that Ibn Sina's philosophy was the most prevalent philosophy
of Sana'i's era, examining the connection between Sana'i's thought and Ibn Sina's philosophical views is a
necessary undertaking that has not yet received comprehensive attention. A notable point that doubles the
necessity of this research is that Sana'i usually mentions Abu Ali Sina and his works in his poetry with a critical
eye. In one poem, he compares philosophy with religion and recommends following the Prophet instead of
following Ibn Sina's philosophy. In another ode, he seeks a wisdom surpassing that of Ibn Sina, yet this very
verse suggests that he regarded Ibn Sina as a great sage. In the fourth chapter of the Hadigat al-Haqgiqga, which is
devoted to reason, Sana'i also mentions Ibn Sina, describing him as a rational man. This research seeks to answer
the following questions: Are the similarities between Sana'i's philosophical thought and lbn Sina's views
sufficient to conclude that he was directly or indirectly influenced by Ibn Sina's ideas? In which domains was
Sana'i influenced by Ibn Sina's thought? The main objectives of this research are: (1) to examine Sana'i's works
in order to extract his philosophical ideas; (2) to demonstrate the connection between mystical literature and
philosophy, which has sometimes been denied by certain scholars; (3) to reveal the nature of the relationship
between Sana'i's thought, as the father of mystical poetry, and the views of Ibn Sina, the most important
philosopher of his era; and (4) to take a step toward expanding interdisciplinary research between philosophy
and literature.

Review of Literature

Previous studies of Sana’1 have primarily focused on his mystical thought, theological ideas, literary innovations,
and his role in the development of Persian Sufism. Similarly, extensive scholarship has examined the
metaphysical, cosmological, psychological, and epistemological dimensions of Ibn Sina’s philosophy. However,
the systematic examination of the manifestations of Avicennian thought in Sana’1’s works, particularly through a
comprehensive comparative analysis of Hadiqat al-Haqiqa, remains relatively limited. The present study
addresses this research gap by examining a broad range of philosophical concepts shared by or comparable
between the two thinkers. These include the Necessary Existent and contingent existence, divine knowledge,
divine transcendence, the relationship between God and creation, the origination and eternity of the world,
creation and emanation, the doctrine of the best possible order, the nature of good and evil, the cyclical
relationship between origin and return, the spiritual interpretation of resurrection, matter and form, the
immateriality of the intellect, the unity of intellect, intellector, and intelligible, the origination and immortality of
the human soul, and the hierarchical order of beings. The study also considers the possibility that Sana’1’s
engagement with these ideas may have resulted from direct influence, indirect intellectual transmission, or

broader participation in the philosophical milieu shaped by Ibn Sina.

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical and comparative methodology based on library research. Selected
passages from Sana’'1’s poetry, particularly Hadiqat al-Haqiqa, are examined in relation to relevant passages and
philosophical arguments in the works of Ibn Stna. The analysis focuses on identifying conceptual similarities,
terminological correspondences, and structural parallels between the two intellectual systems. Rather than
assuming direct influence in every instance, the study distinguishes between explicit references to Ibn Sina, close
conceptual correspondences, and philosophical ideas that may have circulated more broadly within the
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intellectual traditions preceding or following Avicenna. The philosophical concepts identified in Sana’'1’s works
are therefore analyzed within their literary, theological, and mystical contexts in order to determine how they
have been adopted, transformed, or reinterpreted. This approach makes it possible to examine both the presence

of Avicennian philosophical ideas in Sana’'T’s thought and the distinctive manner in which Sana’1 integrates such
ideas into his own mystical worldview.

Results

The findings demonstrate substantial conceptual affinities between Sana’'T’s thought and several fundamental
principles of Avicennian philosophy. These similarities are evident in Sana'1’s conception of the Necessary
Existent, the dependence of contingent beings upon the First Principle, the transcendence and incomparability of
God, and the distinction between divine presence in the world and the identification of God with created beings.
Significant correspondences are also observed in the treatment of the origination and eternity of the world,
particularly through the distinction between temporal and essential origination and eternity. Sana’1’s
understanding of the universe as governed by divine wisdom and constituted according to the best possible order
likewise corresponds closely to Avicenna’s philosophical conception of divine providence and the optimal order
of existence. His treatment of evil as relative, derivative, and ultimately subordinate to a greater good also
displays notable affinity with the Avicennian understanding of evil as lacking independent ontological reality.

The study further identifies parallels in the conception of the cyclical movement from origin to return, the
hierarchy of existence, the relationship between matter and form, the role of the intellect as the giver of forms,
the immateriality of the intellect, and the unity of intellect, intellector, and intelligible. Sana'1’s position
concerning the origination of the human soul in relation to the body and its immortality after bodily dissolution
also demonstrates considerable proximity to Ibn Sina’s philosophical anthropology. Furthermore, Sana't’s
apparent preference for a spiritual interpretation of resurrection rather than an exclusively corporeal one
constitutes another significant point of similarity.

Nevertheless, the findings indicate that Sana’T should not be regarded simply as a follower of Ibn Sina or as a
representative of Peripatetic philosophy. His engagement with Avicennian ideas is selective, critical, and deeply
integrated into his mystical and theological worldview. Philosophical concepts are frequently transformed into
poetic and symbolic language and redirected toward spiritual and ethical purposes. Overall, the evidence
suggests that Avicennian philosophy constituted an important intellectual background for several dimensions of
Sana’1’s thought. Although the precise nature of influence cannot be established with certainty in every case, the
breadth and depth of the conceptual correspondences, together with Sana’1’s explicit references to Ibn Sina and
the intellectual prominence of Avicennian philosophy during his period, strongly support the possibility of direct
or indirect intellectual influence. The study therefore concludes that Sana’1’s works represent a significant site of
interaction between rational philosophy and Islamic mysticism, demonstrating how philosophical concepts could
be selectively appropriated and creatively transformed within the framework of Persian mystical literature.
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