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Abstract

The treatise Al-Buyiirug is one of the most important works attributed to Shaykh Safi al-Din Ardabili. It contains
a collection of sermons, ethical exhortations, and mystical teachings. The present study aims to examine the
content of this treatise and critically evaluate some of its key themes. It seeks to answer the questions of what the
most important teachings presented in Al-Buyirug are, and what criticisms can be raised against certain
viewpoints expressed in it. This research is conducted using a descriptive—analytical method. The findings
indicate that at the beginning of the treatise, emphasis is placed on adherence to the wasiyya (testament) of the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). It then elaborates on the characteristics of the seeker of truth (talib al-haqq) in the
path of spiritual wayfaring and attainment of the station of annihilation (fana’). The text further stresses the
importance of servitude and devotion to God, the establishment of ritual prayer (salat), avoidance of arrogance,
seeking intercession (tawassul) and assistance from the Infallible Imams (peace be upon them), and vigilance
over the commanding self (nafs al-ammara). The critical analysis of the treatise also shows that some of its views
are open to reflection and critique, including its interpretation of the concept of the “Divine Trust” (amanah) in
verse 72 of Surah al-Ahzab, the use of certain expressions regarding women, as well as the recommendation to
avoid social interaction with common people and to refrain from consuming food prepared by those who do not
perform prayer. The results of the study suggest that Al-Buyiirug, as a reflection of part of the mystical, ethical,
and religious teachings attributed to Shaykh Safi al-Din Ardabili, constitutes an important source for
understanding the intellectual and cultural tradition associated with the Safavid tariqa. A comparison with the
earliest layers of Safwat al-Safa, however, indicates that several of the treatise’s explicitly Shi'T elements—
particularly its emphasis on the Twelve Imams and the principle of tawalla/tabarra—align more closely with the
later discourse of the Safavid tariqa and dynasty (the “discursive Shaykh Safi al-Din”) than with the historical
shaykh of the 7th-8th/13th-14th century. Accordingly, some of its themes require critical reinterpretation from
exegetical and social perspectives.
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Introduction

Shaykh Safi al-Din Ardabili (650735 AH/1252-1334 CE) was a prominent Sufi master and the founder of the
Safavid tariqa. His historical identity has been debated because later Safavid sources present him within a
distinctly Shi‘i framework, whereas the earliest layers of Ibn Bazzaz’s Safwat al-Safa indicate a Shafi‘i and
Sunni background. Comparison of different versions of this work reveals a gradual transformation of his
religious image through later tariqa and dynastic revisions. This distinction between the historical Shaykh Safi
and the later “discursive Shaykh Safi” is important for evaluating texts attributed to him.

Al-Buyiirug, one of the works associated with the Qara Majmu‘a, contains answers attributed to Shaykh Safi
al-Din in response to questions posed by his son, Shaykh Sadr al-Din. Unlike hagiographical works, it focuses
primarily on ethical, mystical, and religious teachings. Despite its significance, it has received limited
independent content-based and critical analysis.

Review of Literature

A review of existing research indicates that no independent study has yet been published on the content and
critical examination of the treatise Al-Buyiirug, attributed to Sheikh Safi al-Din Ardabili. The majority of studies
conducted on Sheikh Safi al-Din Ardabili have focused on his life, his mystical standing, the Safavid Sufi order,
and the introduction of some works and treatises attributed to him. Among the studies closest to this topic is the
article "Introduction and Examination of the Treatise Aqa'id-i Awliya-i Sab'a (a Turkish Manuscript of the
Tadhkira of the Masters of the Zahidiyya and Safaviyya Orders)" by Aziznejad and Jafar-Nia (2024).

In this study, the authors, employing a descriptive-analytical approach, introduce and examine the content of
the treatise Aqa'id-i Awliya'-i Sab'a and elucidate its significance for understanding the mystical and doctrinal
thought of the masters of the Zahidiyya and Safaviyya orders. They also point to certain similarities between this
treatise and Al-Buyiirug. Despite the importance of this study, its focus is on the introduction and analysis of
Aga'id-i Awliya'-i Sab'a, and it does not offer an independent examination of the content of Al-Buyirug.
Therefore, the present study seeks to address part of the existing gap in research on the works attributed to
Sheikh Safi al-Din Ardabili by conducting a dedicated examination of this treatise.

Methodology

The present study is a qualitative research project conducted using a descriptive-analytical method. Data
collection was carried out through library research, with reference to the text of the treatise Al-Buyirug and
sources related to Sheikh Safi al-Din Ardabili, the Safavid Sufi order, and the Qarama-jumu ‘a. In this study,
qualitative content analysis was employed to identify, extract, categorize, and interpret the themes of the treatise.
To this end, the most important mystical, ethical, and religious teachings presented in the text of the treatise were
extracted and analyzed within a thematic framework. Furthermore, certain views expressed in the treatise were
critically evaluated with reference to exegetical and historical sources and related research. The purpose of this
approach is to elucidate the content of the treatise Al-Buyiirug and to examine the notable and critical points in
some of its teachings.

In this regard, the content of the treatise Al-Buyiirug in this study has also been compared with the accounts
recorded in Safwat al-Safa by Ibn Bazzaz Ardabili (edited by Tabataba'i Majd, 1997)—particularly in the section
on "variant readings" (ikhtilaf-i nusakh), which reveals the differences between the earlier and later versions (the
Sufi-order version and the royal version) of this book—as well as with the critical findings of Ahmad Kasravi in
his book Sheikh Safi and His Lineage (Kasravi, 2000). The purpose of this comparison is to distinguish those
teachings that can be attributed to Sheikh Safi al-Din himself during his lifetime from those that were the product
of later discursive reconstruction by his descendants, successors, and Safavid rulers.

Results

A content-based and critical examination of the treatise Al-Buyiirug shows that this work, attributed to Sheikh
Safi al-Din Ardabili, is a coherent collection of ethical, mystical, and doctrinal teachings formulated in the form
of responses to the questions of Sheikh Sadr al-Din. This treatise, situated within the tradition of the Sufi order
and in connection with the intellectual milieu of Shi'i Sufism—in line with the Shi'i readings of the Sufi-order
and royal versions of Safwat al-Safa (Ibn Bazzaz Ardabili, 1997; Kasravi, 2000)—emphasizes the moral training
of the wayfarer and the regulation of his individual and social conduct on the path of spiritual wayfaring. In this
treatise, principles such as following the testament of the Holy Prophet (PBUH), mindfulness of death and the
afterlife, self-vigilance, control of the faculties and limbs, adherence to acts of worship—especially prayer—and
emphasis on the guardianship (wilaya) and love of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) are presented as the principal pillars of



Research on Mystical Literature, Vol. 20. No. 2 (sequential 57), 2026/ iii

wayfaring. Furthermore, concepts such as struggle against the ego (mujahada-yi nafs), avoidance of arrogance,
and the necessity of inner purification hold a central place in the intellectual system of the text.

Alongside these themes, a critical analysis of the treatise shows that some of the interpretations offered,
particularly in the domain of Qur'anic concepts and social relations, adopt a reductionist approach based on a
pedagogical-Sufi reading, such that profound theological and exegetical concepts have been reinterpreted at the
level of individual behaviors and wayfaring norms. While this is understandable within the educational and
pedagogical function of the Sufi order, from the perspective of the history of religious thought, it requires
reflection and comparison with the Imami exegetical tradition.

Consequently, it can be said that the treatise Al-Buyirug not only reflects the ethical and spiritual system
attributed to Sheikh Safi al-Din Ardabili but also indicates a kind of linkage between religious law (shari'a),
the Sufi path (tariga), and guardianship teachings (wilaya) during the period of dominance of the Sufi order of
the descendants and successors of Sheikh Safi al-Din—a period in which, in line with Kasravi's findings,
these Shi'i teachings are attributed less to Sheikh Safi al-Din himself during his lifetime and more to the
descendants and successors who sought to Shi'ize the discourse of the Sufi order and the Safavid monarchy.
This work, on the one hand, played a role in consolidating the ethical and pedagogical discourse within the
Sufi order, and on the other hand, some of its features are subject to critique and reinterpretation from an
exegetical and social perspective.
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