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Abstract

This study examines the mystical references (isharat) embedded in Ma ‘ani Kitab Allah wa Tafsirih al-Munir,
authored by Abl Nasr Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Haddadi (d. 457/1065), one of the earliest surviving Persian
Qur’anic commentaries of the fifth century AH. Although the commentary has long been recognized for its
linguistic and historical importance in the formative period of Persian tafsir, the structural function, textual
origins, and intellectual status of its mystical allusions have not been systematically investigated. Drawing upon
a descriptive-analytical and comparative methodology, this study analyzes more than two hundred mystical
statements identified across extant manuscripts, including the important Nafiz Pasha copy preserved in Istanbul.
Through textual comparison with early Sufi exegetical sources—particularly Haqa 'iq al-Tafsir by Abu ‘Abd al-
Rahman al-Sulami—the study demonstrates substantial textual overlap, indicating that al-Haddadi relied on
written Sufi materials that he translated and adapted into Persian. Furthermore, a comparison with Basar al- ‘Uliam
attributed to Abu al-Layth al-Samarqandi weakens claims of textual identity between the two works. The
findings reveal that mystical interpretation in al-Munir constitutes an integral structural layer rather than a
marginal addition, positioning al-Haddadi among the early pioneers who integrated Persian Qur’anic exegesis
with Sufi interpretive traditions.
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Introduction

The fifth century AH represents a formative period in the development of Persian Qur’anic exegesis. During this
era, exegetical activity increasingly moved beyond purely Arabic scholarly frameworks and began to incorporate
Persian as a vehicle for theological and spiritual discourse. Among the earliest extant works from this period is
Ma ‘ant Kitab Allah wa Tafsirih al-Munir, authored by Abt Nasr Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Haddadi. The
commentary is notable not only for its linguistic and structural features but also for its extensive integration of
mystical allusions (isharat), which provide inward interpretations alongside outward explanations of Qur’anic
Verses.

While modern scholarship has acknowledged the antiquity and significance of al-Munir, several foundational
questions remain unresolved. These include debates over its relationship to other exegetical works, uncertainties
concerning the theological orientation of its author, and, most importantly, ambiguity regarding the origin and
structural function of its mystical materials. The presence of more than two hundred mystical statements within
the text invites closer scrutiny: Are these references incidental embellishments, oral transmissions, or evidence
of deliberate engagement with established Sufi textual traditions?

This study aims to clarify the role and provenance of mystical allusions in al-Munir. 1t argues that these
elements are neither marginal glosses nor merely decorative additions, but rather constitute a coherent and
intentional component of the commentary’s exegetical architecture. By situating al-Haddadi’s work within the
broader trajectory of early Persian tafsir and Sufi hermeneutics, this study contributes to a more nuanced
understanding of the intellectual synthesis that characterized the period.

The concept of ishara in Qur’anic exegesis holds a complex place in Islamic intellectual history. While
juristic and theological traditions prioritized the literal (zahir) meaning, Sufi scholars developed a
complementary hermeneutic to reveal the inner (batin) dimensions of revelation. This inward interpretation did
not negate the outward sense but deepened and spiritually actualized it. From the third century AH onward, the
isharT approach emerged in early Sufi literature as a distinct exegetical method rooted in spiritual experience,
ethical discipline, and symbolic reasoning. Its incorporation into a fifth-century Persian-language tafsir
represents more than a stylistic choice—it marks a key intellectual shift, Showing the local adaptation and
popularization of Sufi teachings in Persian culture. Examining al-Haddadi’s work within this broader
hermeneutical evolution illuminates how Arabic mystical scholarship was transmitted, translated, and re-
contextualized in Persian literary and scholarly traditions.

Literature Review

Research on al-Munir has progressed gradually over the past century. An important milestone was the partial
publication of the commentary in 1973 under the editorship of Jalal Matini. This edition introduced the text to
modern scholarship but was based on limited manuscript evidence. Subsequent discoveries—most notably the
manuscript preserved in the Nafiz Pasha Library (no. 137)—have significantly expanded the available textual
corpus and clarified aspects of authorship and transmission.

Earlier scholarship often grappled with the question of whether al-Munir was identical with, or derived
directly from, Bahr al- ‘Ulim attributed to Aba al-Layth al-Samarqandi. Similarities in narrative materials and
exegetical content led some researchers to propose common authorship or textual identity. However, more recent
manuscript-based investigations have demonstrated structural and textual differences, including variations in
chains of transmission and exegetical framing, which challenge such assumptions.

Another area of scholarly debate concerns al-Haddadi’s theological affiliation. Some have associated him
with the school of Abii Manstr al-Maturidi, while others have questioned the strength of this connection.
Although theological orientation remains relevant for understanding interpretive tendencies, it does not
sufficiently explain the systematic presence of mystical allusions in the commentary.

The most significant lacuna in previous research lies in the insufficient analysis of the mystical layer of al-
Munir. While individual references have occasionally been noted, no comprehensive attempt has been made to
extract, categorize, and compare the isharat with earlier Sufi exegetical sources. This study addresses this gap by
undertaking a systematic comparative examination.

Methodology
This research employs a descriptive-analytical approach grounded in manuscript study and comparative textual
analysis. All extant manuscripts of al-Munir accessible to the authors were examined, with particular attention
given to the Nafiz Pasha manuscript in Istanbul. Passages explicitly labeled as “ishara” or attributed to Sufi
authorities were identified and extracted. In addition, passages containing clear mystical interpretive features,
even if not formally marked, were catalogued.

The extracted materials were categorized according to attribution, thematic focus, and structural placement
within the commentary. Particular attention was paid to statements attributed to early Sufi authorities such as
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Sahl al-TustarT, Junayd al-Baghdadi, Aba Sa‘id al-Kharraz, Sufyan b. ‘Uyayna, and especially Imam Ja‘far al-
Sadiq (AS). General attributions to “ahl al-ishara” and “ahl al-ma‘rifa” were also documented.

These materials were then systematically compared with earlier Sufi exegetical compilations, most notably
Haqa'iq al-Tafsir by Abt ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami. Verbatim correspondences, minor lexical variations, and
structural parallels were carefully recorded. Furthermore, narrative reports and exegetical traditions shared with
Bajr al- ‘Ulam were analyzed to assess claims of textual dependence or identity.

Through this comparative framework, the study seeks to determine whether al-Haddadi’s mystical references
derive primarily from oral transmission, independent inspiration, or established written Sufi sources.

Findings

The analysis identified 235 mystical statements within al-Munir, seventy of which appear in the published first
volume edited by Jalal Matini, while the remainder are preserved in the Nafiz Pasha manuscript. Many of these
statements are attributed explicitly to early Sufi authorities. Among the most frequently cited figures are Sahl al-
Tustar, Junayd al-Baghdadi, Ibn ‘Ata’, Abt Bakr al-Wasiti, Abii Sa‘id al-Kharraz, Sufyan b. ‘Uyayna, and
particularly Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq (AS). In other instances, the commentary refers more generally to the “people
of allusion” or the “people of gnosis”.

Textual comparison reveals that a substantial proportion of these mystical statements correspond closely—
often verbatim—to passages found in Haqa’iq al-Tafsir. The degree of overlap strongly suggests that al-Haddad1
had access to written Sufi compilations and consciously translated or adapted them into Persian. This finding
challenges the view that the mystical materials were transmitted solely through oral channels or received directly
from a living master.

At the same time, comparison with Bajr al- ‘Ulam reveals notable differences in narrative detail, chains of
transmission, and structural organization. These discrepancies weaken the hypothesis that al-Munir is merely a
translation or recession of Samarqandi’s work. Instead, the evidence points to an independent exegetical project
that selectively incorporated shared traditions.

The fifth century AH witnessed increasing interaction between theological, juridical, and mystical currents.
In this context, the embedding of isharT interpretation within a structured Persian tafsir signals an effort to
harmonize spiritual insight with scholarly authority. Rather than presenting mystical interpretation as esoteric or
oppositional, al-Haddadi situates it within the normative framework of Qur’anic commentary. This integration
anticipates later Persian Sufi commentaries in which symbolic interpretation becomes an accepted exegetical
dimension rather than a contested innovation.

Structurally, the mystical allusions are integrated systematically within the commentary. Each verse is
typically presented through a tripartite framework: 1) Persian translation, 2) outward explanation (zahir), and 3)
inward mystical interpretation (batin). This layered structure demonstrates that mystical interpretation is
embedded within the very architecture of the work rather than appended as marginal commentary.

In conclusion, Ma ‘ani Kitab Allah wa Tafsirih al-Munir represents a significant and independent contribution
to the early Persian exegetical tradition. The mystical allusions it contains are not incidental embellishments but
form a coherent structural dimension of the text. Comparative analysis indicates that these materials largely
derive from established written Sufi sources—especially Haga'iq al-Tafsir—and reflect a deliberate process of
translation and adaptation into Persian.

The evidence further demonstrates that the commentary cannot be reduced to a mere translation of Bakr al-
‘Uliim. Instead, al-Haddadi emerges as an exegete who synthesized linguistic explanation, theological reflection,
and mystical insight within a unified interpretive framework. His work anticipates later Persian Sufi
commentaries and occupies a formative place in the history of Islamic intellectual traditions.

Accordingly, Abii Nasr Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Haddadi should be recognized as one of the early pioneers
in integrating Persian Qur’anic exegesis with the Sufi interpretive heritage. Further manuscript-based research
may continue to illuminate the complexity and influence of this important commentary within the broader
development of Persian tafsir.
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