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Abstract

The Masnavi “Molana in the Khangah (Monastery) of Shams” is a relatively long narrative poem composed by
Shahriar on the occasion of Rumi Day. Although this work has not received extensive scholarly attention, it may
be examined from multiple perspectives. One of these approaches is transtextual analysis, which constitutes the
focus of the present study. The poem has been critiqgued from this viewpoint, and a new reading has been
offered. The research method is descriptive—analytical, and the study is based on library research. The aim is to
analyze the transtextual relationships of this poem with other texts, particularly Rumi’s Masnhavi. The authors
assume that Shahriar has consciously created intertextual links with various texts in both the structure and
content of this poem. Based on this assumption and Gérard Genette’s five categories of transtextuality,
Shahriar’s intertextual engagement with different texts—especially Rumi’s Masnavi—is demonstrated. The
findings show that the structure and content of Rumi’s Masnavi, as well as the poetry and ideas of classical poets
such as Rudaki, Ferdowsi, Khayyam, Anvari, Saadi, and Hafez, have influenced the formation of this poem.
These relationships have been examined according to Genette’s five subcategories: intertextuality, paratextuality,
metatextuality, hypertextuality, and architextuality.
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Introduction
Molana Dar Khangah-e Shams is one of Shahriar’s prominent and well-known poems, composed in honor of
Rumi Day. In this poem, Shahriar not only benefits from the tone, rhythm, musicality, and content of Rumi’s
Masnavi but also establishes connections with various other texts. Identifying and explaining these intertextual
elements—based on Genette’s theory of transtextuality—can deepen one’s understanding of the poem and
clarify which texts Shahriar has drawn upon in shaping and developing it. This study employs a descriptive—
analytical method, and the data have been gathered through library research. The central question is: What are
the transtextual elements in “Molana dar Khangah-e Shams”, and with which texts—and in what manner—does
Shahriar establish intertextual relationships?

The main hypothesis of the present study is that Shahriar, in composing this poem, is influenced by the
classical literary tradition of Iran—particularly Rumi’s Masnavi—and, in addition, creates intertextual links with
other texts such as the Holy Qur’an and the poetry of Rudaki, Saadi, Hafez, and others.

Literature Review

Despite the abundance of valuable studies on Shahriar’s poetry, his Masnavis—which constitute a significant
portion of his poetic oeuvre—have received limited scholarly attention, and Molana dar Khangah-e Shams has
almost never been studied independently. The only exclusive study on Shahriar’s masnavis is “Shahriar’s
Masnavis” by Borhani (1995), who views Shahriar as an accomplished Masnavi-poet and highlights certain
features of his narrative poems, including their composition for specific occasions and their indebtedness to
classical literature, both of which apply to Molana Dar Khangah-e Shams. In another study, Morazavi (2007), in
An Introduction to Shahriar’s Divan, discusses Shahriar’s various poetic forms and considers the defining
feature of some of his masnavis to be the creation of “vivid pictorial scenes and detailed poetic descriptions,”
among which he names Molana dar Khangah-e Shams.

Sobhani (2007), in the article “Shahriar”, highlights the thematic connection between Shahriar and Rumi,
paying particular attention to Molana Dar Khangah-e Shams. He summarizes the poem and points out its
intertextual references to several classical poets. Regarding intertextuality in Shahriar’s poetry, noteworthy
studies include Asghari’s thesis (2014), An Intertextual Analysis of Hafez’s and Shahriar’s Ghazals, which
concludes that Shahriar’s borrowing from classical poets—especially Hafez—has led to a hybrid poetic style
combining colloquial language with mystical and romantic imagery.

Another relevant, recent work is the article by Nagavi et al. (2020), A Comparative Intertextual Analysis of
Ethical Themes in the Ghazals of Saadi and Shahriar, which examines ethical virtues and vices in the ghazals of
both poets.

Methodology

The present study is qualitative in nature and employs a descriptive—analytical method. The researcher, through
close reading of the text and interpretive analysis, identifies elements relevant to the research aims and questions.
These findings are then examined using Genette’s theory of transtextuality.

Findings

The findings of the present study showed that Molana Dar Khangah-e Shams is a dialogic and polyphonic work
that lends itself fully to intertextual analysis. In the present study, all five categories of Genette’s transtextuality
have been employed. Regarding intertextuality, both explicit and implicit forms appear in the poem. Explicit
intertextuality includes direct quotations from Rumi and Rudaki, while implicit intertextuality includes
references to elements of popular culture, the Qur’an, and classical literary works such as the Shahnameh,
Mantiq al-Tayr, and Khayyam’s ruba‘iyyat.

In addition, in terms of paratextuality, the poem contains both internal and external paratexts. Internal
paratexts include the title, meter, poetic form, occasion of composition, mystical terminology, and names of Sufi
figures. External paratexts include Shahriar’s references to Rumi and his works in other poems, as well as
scholarly writings by Mortezavi, Zahedi, Borhani, and others. Regarding metatextuality, Shahriar establishes a
critical and evaluative relationship with Rumi by praising his thought and acknowledging the spiritual authority
of his works.

In terms of architextuality, the poem exhibits genre blending: Shahriar intertwines mystical narrative with
epic, lyrical, and folkloric elements. Finally, regarding hypertextuality, the poem displays both imitation and
transformation. Shahriar adopts the meter, form, and tone of Rumi’s Masnhavi and incorporates a slightly
modified line from Anvari. At the same time, he transforms Rumi’s and other poets’ texts either by condensing
them (quantitative transformation) or altering their content (qualitative transformation), particularly in relation to
the works of Rumi, Hafez, and Saadi.
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