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Abstract

Given the conscious and intentional manipulations, as well as the unconscious and unintentional alterations that
have occurred in manuscripts over time, versions written closer to an author’s era are often more valid. With this
understanding, if the editing of a text relies on manuscripts from the author's time or from that period, the results
tend to be more accurate and precise. The correction of a text becomes methodologically scientific when an
editor bases his work on the oldest manuscripts identified through historical codicology. In this context, it is
essential to identify and obtain the earliest surviving copies of each of Jalaloddin Davani's works before proceeding
with the scientific correction of his body of work. Therefore, the aim of the present study is to conduct a historical
codicology of Davani's Persian works to identify the earliest manuscripts available. To this end, by examining
catalogues from over a thousand libraries in at least forty countries, more than 7,000 manuscripts of Davani’s works
have been found, dating from the ninth to the end of the fourteenth century AH. Through a comparative analysis of
these catalogues and manuscripts, this study reports the codicological features of the oldest surviving manuscripts
of Davani's Persian works. Ultimately, this historical codicology has identified a total of 1,154 manuscripts of
Davani's Persian works, including dozens from the author’s contemporary manuscripts. In conclusion, through
historical manuscript analysis, the earliest manuscripts of 23 Persian literary works have been introduced, which are
crucial for the scholarly correction of Davani's Persian texts.

Keywords: Historical Codicology; Bibliography of Persian Works; Jalaloddin Davani; Mystical Literature;
Union Catalogue of Iranian Manuscripts (Fankha).

Introduction

The scientific organisation of correcting and researching ancient texts relies on adherence to methodical
codicology, which is based on accurate criteria and standards. Without considering these principles, we cannot
accurately investigate a text. The first step in manuscript correction involves identifying and collecting versions
of the text in question. If a thorough collection is not undertaken, the subsequent research and correction will be
methodologically flawed and inadequate. Experts in text correction emphasise that one of the foundational
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elements of the process is the systematic collection and analysis of existing versions of work. Therefore, after
becoming aware of the theoretical foundations of codicology, the editor must “carefully examine all existing or
authoritative manuscripts of the book he intends to revise and refine, and then... identify and compare versions
of the book in question that are close to the version issued by the author™ (Heravi, 2015, pp. 307-308).

Problem: The scientific correction of any text relies on the oldest available versions because these are often
the most well-documented. Consequently, among scholars, the "antiquity” of a manuscript is consistently
regarded as an important attribute when assessing the quality and superiority of manuscripts. For text correction,
the older the manuscript, the more valuable it is; that is, the closer a manuscript is to the time of its composition,
the more credibility it holds. Thus, the original manuscript of the author's own handwriting is considered the
most authentic and credible version of a work, especially in terms of antiquity, accuracy, and completeness.
Obtaining such a version is crucial for proper text editing. If the original manuscript is unavailable, we must rely
on the oldest versions of the work for emendations. In the process of emending texts, the unavailability of the
original manuscript compels us to rely on the oldest existing versions of the work. The presence of various types
of both conscious and unconscious alterations in manuscripts underscores the necessity of historically
prioritising. Intentional and unintentional changes that have occurred over time can significantly undermine the
credibility of later versions. As a result, any emendations based on manuscripts produced after the author's
lifetime carry with them a shadow of doubt regarding the authenticity of the text.

Necessity: Over time, individuals with a refined taste have influenced changes in prose and poetry texts.
Additionally, many skilled writers, particularly copyists, have also played a role in the verbal and spiritual
manipulation of these texts. Generally, two main types of conscious alterations can be identified in manuscripts:
appropriations that arise from the literary preferences of scribes and readers, and distortions that stem from their
intellectual biases. Fortunately, because Davani's Persian books and treatises primarily emphasise scholarly
content, the instances of verbal and literary appropriations in copies of his works are not very noticeable. Instead,
we find numerous distortions in those copies, largely due to the mental and ideological differences between the
audience and the author. Therefore, manuscripts from the author's era or those close to it are more solid and have
fewer distortions or appropriations compared to later versions. Thus, it is essential to accurately identify the
oldest version of each of Davani's works through historical codicology. This will ensure that researchers aiming
to utilise the primitive versions of his works become aware of the characteristics of those versions.

Purpose: The presence of multiple scribes acting as intermediaries between the author and his work often
results in arbitrary manipulations in the text. The further a version is from the time of the author, the more
pronounced the influence of taste in literary texts and the effects of prejudice in scientific texts. It is essential to
note that not all changes to a work are arbitrary; sometimes, some necessary emendations have been made. For
example, in surviving copies of Jalaloddin Davani's works, it appears that copyists occasionally have
misunderstood specific words or struggled to read certain portions of the original text, and out of necessity,
replaced them with different terms. Thus, scholars assert that proper correction should adhere to the oldest
manuscript and note any differences between versions in footnotes (Hayeri, 2015, p. 518). Accordingly, the
present study aims to identify the oldest surviving manuscripts of Jalaloddin Davani’s Persian works through
historical codicology to establish their scientific correction.

Review of Literature

What sets this study apart from prior research in the codicology of Davani's works is the scope of sources and
results. In the Union Catalogue of Iran Manuscripts (Fankha), 433 copies of Davani's twenty original Persian
works have been catalogued, including two contemporary copies (for specific details on the titles and counts of
authentic and non-authentic works by Davani in Fankha, refer to Sharaf & Saket, 2024a, pp. 77-78). In contrast,
this study has identified over 7,000 Persian and Arabic copies of Davani through a comparative approach,
sourced from more than a thousand libraries across fourteen languages in over forty countries, with at least one
hundred of them dating back to the author's time. This article not only offers a statistical overview of the
manuscripts of Davani's Persian works from the latter half of the ninth century to the end of the fourteenth
century AH but also highlights the oldest extant copies, particularly those from the author's lifetime.

It’s important to note that this is not the first scholarly effort to correct Davani's Persian writings. Between 1940
and 2019, several scholars, including Hekmat, Afshar, Davani, Vaez Javadi, Zohuroddin Ahmad, Modarresi
Tabatabai, Tuyserkani, Dehbashi Azhari, Mayel Heravi, Moallem, Fereyduni Foruzande, Jahed, Kavandi, Abdollah
Masudi Arani, Esmaili, Karimabadi, and others, have published various editions of Davani's works, treatises, and
letters. An analysis of previously emended works reveals that they typically lack a thorough historical and comparative
codicological approach. Many have relied on unreliable versions through analogical or eclectic methods. The reliance
on incomplete or incorrect, or later (or undated) manuscripts, has resulted in various shortcomings and inaccuracies in
the revisions (for more on the limitations of Davani's emended treatises, see Sharaf & Saket, 2024b, pp. 74-103).
Consequently, this article introduces the oldest version of each of Davani's Persian works to provide researchers with a
solid foundation for rigorously emending and studying his body of work.
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Methodology

In the process of the research, the findings were compiled and analysed in three complementary stages. In the
first step, information was gathered from bibliographers, biographers, Davani scholars, and historians regarding
the names and titles of Davani's works. This allowed for the determination of the titles and number of works
attributed to him based on both earlier and later sources. In the second step, all bibliographical and codicological
information about Davani's works was compiled from catalogues. This compilation involved reviewing the
catalogues of manuscripts country by country, city by city, and library by library, using the names and titles
collected from previous sources. The third step involved observing numerous manuscripts of Davani's works in
Iran and around the world to carefully evaluate the historical order of each of the manuscripts. In this final stage,
many ambiguities and contradictions regarding the accuracy and authenticity of the texts attributed to Davani
were addressed. As a result of this research, the earliest versions of each of Davani's Persian works were
identified through a comparative study of numerous catalogues and manuscripts, leading to the completion or
rectification of codicological and bibliographical data of his works.

Results

One essential aspect of scientifically correcting any author's works is the historical codicology of his works. The
foundation of scholarly correction lies in identifying the oldest versions available. Historical codicology utilises
comparative studies of various catalogues and manuscripts to determine how many copies of a work exist and to
identify its earliest version. This approach enables us to systematically obtain the oldest version of any given
work and use it as the basis for scientific correction. In this research, we aimed to compile the historical
codicology of Davani’s Persian works. We examined printed and digital catalogues from over a thousand
libraries across fourteen different languages to identify the early versions of his Persian writings. This
investigation uncovered more than 6,000 Arabic manuscripts and 1,100 Persian manuscripts, dating from the
mid-ninth century to the end of the fourteenth century AH, in libraries located in at least forty Islamic and non-
Islamic countries. Table 1 provides the number of existing copies of each of Davani's Persian works, along with
the date of oldest version of each work.

Table 1. The Number of Copies of each of Davani's Persian Works and the Date of Oldest Versions

Name of Work Number of copies The oldest version

1 Illuminations of Insight into Virtue Ethics (Book) 404 Manuscripts 880 AH

2 Unity Phrase (Treatise) 143 Manuscripts 907 AH

3 Philosophical and Mystical Interpretation of the Quatrains (Treatise) 107 Manuscripts 898 AH
Interpretation of the Verse: "Said our Pir: On the Creator's Pen, Passed no .

4 . 87 Manuscripts 868 AH
Error" (Treatise)

5 Cry and Echo (Treatise) 63 Manuscripts 898 AH
Interpretation of the Sonnet: "In All this Temple of the Magi no One is as .

6 . . 54 Manuscripts 898 AH
Fascinated as Me" (Treatise)

7 Interpretation of the verse: "Thought is to Go from Void to the Right" (Treatise) | 52 Manuscripts 897 AH

8 Spiritual Souvenir (Treatise) 52 Manuscripts 946 AH

9 Research on Justice (Treatise) 44 Manuscripts 898 AH

10 | March of Corps (Treatise) 43 Manuscripts 888 AH

11 | Translation and Interpretation of Mokhtasar al-Vagaye (Book) 16 Manuscripts 10th century AH

12 | Ministry of Justice (Treatise) 15 Manuscripts 920 AH

13 Nature of Justice (Treatise) 12 Manuscripts 947 AH

14 Dice Combinations in Backgammon (Treatise) 6 Manuscripts 898 AH

15 Essence of Faith (Treatise) 4 Manuscripts 1125 AH
Interpretation of the Verse: "Last Night | Saw the Angels Knocking on the .

16 . 3 Manuscripts 1040 AH
Tavern Door" (Treatise)
Interpretation of the Verse: "Look at Your Originality, Look Carefully" .

17 . 3 Manuscripts 1198 AH
(Treatise)

18 Prosody of Poem (Treatise) 2 Manuscripts 1058 AH

19 God's Knowledge and Will (Treatise) 2 Manuscripts 1005 AH

20 | A Treatise on the Impossibility of Judging on Prepositional Meaning (Treatise) One manuscript Roughly 939 AH

21 Determinism and Freedom (Treatise) One manuscript 10th century AH

22 Letters 39 Manuscripts 1067 AH

23 | Collection of Poems One manuscript 1058 AH
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Based on the data in Table 1, this research has obtained many versions of Davani’s Persian works, resulting
in a total of 1,154 manuscripts (including 33 contemporary copies) of 23 of his works. However, it is important
to acknowledge that the current information about Davani’s Persian writings is still incomplete. For instance, in
addition to the copies identified through this research, many manuscripts by early scholars remain unlisted in
libraries around the world, which could potentially enhance the codicological data gathered in this study.
Moreover, there may still be unknown treatises or books by Davani beyond those introduced in this article,
which could further amend and complete the bibliography of his works. In this research, every effort was made
to accurately identify the contemporary, ancient, and unique versions of Davani’s Persian works by consulting
available catalogues and manuscripts. After compiling a comprehensive catalogue of Jalaloddin Davani’s works,
we can claim that it serves as a thorough representation of this respected scholar's rich and influential written
heritage, both in Iran and globally.

The most reliable source for information about the works of prolific past authors is personal catalogues that
are based on analytical codicology and bibliography. These catalogues are often more trustworthy than other
types due to their focused nature. Personal catalogues play a crucial role in completing and amending the data
found in library catalogues, as they can resolve bibliographical and codicological ambiguities regarding an
author's works. By concentrating on a specific author’s body of work, the cataloguer achieves documented
results thanks to the limited scope of his research. This focused approach provides solid evidence for the
historical codicology of authors’ works. During the compilation of personal catalogues, various copies of a
particular author’s works from different libraries are compared to determine the exact quantity and quality of
those copies, which is invaluable for scholars and editors. Recognising the identity of past manuscripts paves the
way for correcting the works of earlier authors, establishing a foundation for further research into their writings.
Thus, preparing personal catalogues is essential for the systematic revival of classical works.
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