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Abstract

Khaqani is one of the poets whose relationship with Sufism has long been a matter of scholarly debate. The
absence of any formal affiliation with a khangah or Sufi order has, on one hand, raised doubts about his
mysticism, while on the other, it has opened the possibility for a new interpretation of his self-founded and non-
institutional spiritual path. The present article seeks to reveal the Sufi dimensions in Khaqani’s life and works
through a descriptive—analytical approach, moving beyond mere thematic analysis to propose a theoretical model
of his Sufi-oriented life. The study first explores the socio-historical context of Sufism in the sixth century AH
and examines Khaqani’s orientation toward the main Sufi currents of his time. It then analyzes his personal life
through four corresponding stages of spiritual wayfaring—seeking, worldly engagement, seclusion, and vision—
which parallel the biographical experiences of apprenticeship, courtly service, imprisonment, and the Hajj
pilgrimage. Relying on both structural and content analysis of his poetic and prose works, the study demonstrates
that Khaqani’s spiritual path manifests not only in themes but also within the form and meaning of his works.
Concepts such as poverty, annihilation, and unity appear within a coherent and authentic system of lived and
personal mysticism. Findings confirm that Khaqani’s Sufism should be understood through two overlapping
domains—Ilife and work—which reveal mysticism not through institutional affiliation, but through personal
experience and artistic creation. In this light, Khagani can be viewed as a Sufi without a khangah, representing a
self-founded and non-institutional mystical order.
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Introduction

Sufism, one of the deepest spiritual currents within Islamic civilization, has profoundly shaped both ethical
thought and Persian literature. Yet the affiliation of some poets with this tradition has remained contested or
ambiguously interpreted. Khagani Sharvani stands among such figures—a multifaceted poet whose verse
abounds in mystical, ascetic, and visionary concepts. However, his lack of attachment to any formal Sufi order
has led some to regard him as a literary moralist rather than a true mystic. This study seeks to move beyond the
binary of “Sufi vs. non-Sufi” by interpreting Khaqani’s relationship with mysticism through the lens of Sufi life.
Here, Sufi life refers to a manner of living and creating in which mystical concepts and spiritual stages (seeking,
seclusion, annihilation, unity) emerge not from institutional affiliation, but from lived experience, introspection,
and expressive form.

This definition draws upon classical sources such as Risala Qushayriyya (Qushayri, 1995, pp. 34-36), which
views Sufism as progression through spiritual stations via purification and vision, as well as modern perspectives
such as Chittick (2023, p. 20), who defines mysticism as an existential experience transcending institutional
frameworks.

In Khaqgani’s case, Sufi life is manifested through both inner experience (introspective) and outward
reflection (cosmic), mirrored in his personal circumstances—upbringing, imprisonment, loss, and pilgrimage—
and in his poetic and prose structures. Thus, his Sufi life is conceptualized here as an individual, non-institutional
journey where suffering and reflection shape a body of work that internalizes mystical truth within linguistic,
rhetorical, and visionary forms. Khaqani’s path, therefore, represents a dynamic, self-founded spiritual process
crystallized across two domains—Iife (lived experience) and work (poetic and rhetorical structure)—through the
recurrent themes of poverty, annihilation, selflessness, unity, and renunciation of the world.

Literature Review

Previous scholarship on Khaqgani’s connection with Sufism may be classified into two major orientations:
1. Affirmative scholars who recognize mystical influence in his works, and
2. Critical scholars who, emphasizing the absence of formal Sufi ties, deny him genuine mysticism.

Researchers Affirming Khaqani’s Mysticism

e Kazzazi (1989), in Rukhsar-e Sobh, identifies mystical concepts such as poverty and unity in Khaqani’s
poetry, describing him as deeply influenced by the Sufi ethos.

e Mirbagheri-Fard (2003), in “Ganj-e Faqr (Examination and Analysis of Khagani's Sufi Elements)”, finds
consistent use of mystical imagery across Khagani’s ghazals and Tuhfat al-lragayn, confirming his spiritual
inclination.

e Davoudi Mogaddam (2005), in “Piramun-e Erfan-e Khagani”, connects Khaqgani’s life experiences—
especially imprisonment and pilgrimage—to his spiritual wayfaring, regarding them as evidence of inner
transformation.

e Torki (2019), in Sar-e Sokhanha-ye Naghz-e Khagani, interprets Khagani as a poet who systematically
articulates mystical thought through poetic form and structure.

e Mahdavi-Far (2021), in Khagani-nameh, devotes an essay titled “Khagani va Adab-e Sufiyeh” to
Khagani’s Sufism, examining concepts like seclusion, contentment, dhikr, asceticism, and annihilation.
Although his focus is primarily on mystical customs rather than the integrated life—work correspondence, the
study remains a valuable resource.

General Critique of the Affirmative Orientation

While these studies enrich understanding of Khaqani’s mystical themes, they largely remain confined to content
analysis. Few consider the linguistic or structural dimensions of his works, or engage with the theoretical
framework of non-institutional wayfaring. Furthermore, most lack contextual comparison with contemporary
poets or adequate situating within the socio-historical milieu of sixth-century Sufism. The present study
addresses these limitations through a dual-domain analytical model.

Researchers Critical of Khaqani’s Mysticism

e Foruzanfar (2008), in Sokhan va Sokhanvaran, portrays Khagani as a court poet whose mystical motifs
serve literary ornamentation rather than genuine spiritual practice.

e Kandali Harischi (1995), in Khagani Sharvani: Hayat, Zaman va Mohit-e U, emphasizes his courtly
associations and regards his mysticism as more rhetorical than experiential.

e Emami (1996), in Armaghan-e Sobh, argues that mystical imagery in Khaqgani’s poetry functions as a
literary device rather than a reflection of inner transformation.
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e Zarrinkub (2000), in Didar ba Ka ‘be-ye Jan, interprets Khaqani’s mysticism as superficial and primarily
intellectual.

e Madan-Kan (2001), in “Erfan-e Khagani”, acknowledges mystical traces but finds them episodic and
inconsistent with sustained spiritual practice.

e Pir (2013), in her thesis comparing Sana‘i and Khaqani, concludes that Khaqani’s mysticism is primarily
linguistic, lacking practical depth.

e Abbas-Zadeh and Yusef-Lu (2022), in “Dar Eqglim-e Del”, focusing on the motif of the “heart”, also view
his mysticism as fragmentary.

General Critique of the Critical Orientation

These perspectives, by privileging institutional definitions of Sufism, overlook the possibility of personal and non-
affiliative mysticism. By disregarding Khaqani’s experiential dimensions—his imprisonment, losses, and
pilgrimage—they fail to perceive a coherent, inward, and self-reliant spiritual trajectory. The current study
compensates for this by employing the notion of Sufi life as a unifying interpretive lens that bridges life and work.

Methodology

This research employs qualitative content analysis to examine Khaqgani’s poetic and prose corpus (ghazals,
gasidas, fragments, rubaiyat, letters, and Tuhfat al-lragayn), alongside a hermeneutic interpretation of his
biography—encompassing his upbringing, imprisonment, and pilgrimage. Data were drawn from reliable critical
editions of his works and historical records. Mystical concepts (poverty, annihilation, unity) were identified,
categorized, and correlated with wayfaring stages (seeking, seclusion, and vision).

To enhance the validity of results, triangulation was applied by cross-verifying Khagani’s biographical data,
textual evidence, and external historical references (tadhkiras and contemporary accounts). This comparative
analysis supports the claim that Khaqgani’s mysticism manifests as a coherent and lived experience across both
domains of life and creative expression.

Results

The findings demonstrate that Khagani, contrary to traditional perceptions of him as a mere court panegyrist,
embodies a deeply personal and structured mystical journey. Although unaffiliated with any Sufi order, his life
and writings align with the classical stages of the Sufi wayfaring. Biographically, his evolution—from early
mentorship under Kafi al-Din Umar, through court service, imprisonment, withdrawal from worldly life, to the
transformative Hajj experience—mirrors the stages of seeking, worldly trial, seclusion, and vision.
At the level of creative work, analysis of his diverse literary forms reveals a consistent recurrence of mystical
principles—poverty, annihilation, unity, and renunciation. These are not limited to thematic representation but
are interwoven within the linguistic and rhetorical texture of his poetry and prose.

Thus, Khagani emerges as a solitary wayfarer, realizing a Sufi path without institutional mediation. His
khangah is his own experience, and his order is his art. This study, therefore, redefines his position within
Persian mysticism—mnot merely as a poet with mystical imagery, but as a thinker who internalized Sufism as a
lived, self-founded process. Such a reading expands the understanding of Persian Sufism to encompass
experiential and non-institutional mysticism, where the essence of spirituality lies not in formal affiliation but
in the harmony between life lived and word written.
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