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Abstract

In the late sixth century AH, Mahmoud Fariyabi composed his encyclopedic work entitled Khalasat al-Haqa'iq.
In this work, he presents a wide range of topics across various fields of knowledge and expounds on the views of
others regarding each subject. This study aims to explore the author’s reflections on the most prominent
“Stations of the Path” (magamat al-tarigah), namely repentance (tawbah), scrupulousness (wara‘), asceticism
(zuhd), poverty (faqr), patience (sabr), trust in God (tawakkul), and contentment (rida). The research questions
focus on analyzing Fariyabi’s conceptualization of these stations and assessing his epistemological approach to
the subject. By introducing Khalasat al-Haqa’ig in this specific context, the study provides insight into the
author’s perspective and identifies the dominant discourse of the work, thereby yielding a more precise
understanding of its central theme. The methodology is epistemological in nature. The “Stations of the Path” are
examined through the author’s particular attention to detail and in comparison with selected Persian prose works.
Findings indicate that although Fariyabi, in the tripartite structure of each chapter, establishes a kind of balance
between the statements of jurists and Sufis, he ultimately privileges mystical interpretations over ethical,
theological, and legal perspectives. His efforts to formulate the most precise definitions of the “Stations of the
Path” from the viewpoint of mystics reflect this tendency.
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Introduction

In Khalasat al-Haqa 'iq, Fariyabi portrays the branches of knowledge of his time through the sayings and views
of others. Each chapter of the book is systematically divided into three sections: “Definition (al-hadd),” “Reports
and Traditions (akhbar wa athar),” and “Admonitions, Subtleties, and Allusions (nukat wa isharat).” Within this
framework, he addresses each topic in its respective chapter and pays particular attention to two features:
symbolic language and polysemy. He refrains from offering direct commentary, instead adopting a biographical
and narrative style in presenting the sayings of Sufi masters as one of the most important subsets of mystical
literature (Sajoudi & Akbari, 2014, p. 74). Thus, he appears as a transmitter of mystical teachings as well as
theological and ethical discourses. This quality allows for broad interpretive possibilities while granting
scholarly value to the work.

Given the diversity of topics in the book, structural analysis becomes necessary. The most significant
“Stations of the Path” include repentance, scrupulousness, asceticism, poverty, patience, trust in God, and
contentment (Haeri, 2000, p. 25). Fariyabi addresses these topics under different chapter headings: Chapter 5,
“Asceticism and Scrupulousness”; Chapter 11, “Repentance”; Chapter 16, “Poverty”; Chapter 17,
“Contentment”; Chapter 21, “Trust in God”; and Chapter 22, “Patience.” In Chapter 5, asceticism and
scrupulousness are analyzed separately, and the same approach is applied to the other chapters. The author’s
views are examined within the framework of discourse analysis as suggested by theorists such as van Dijk (2003,
p. 20), followed by a comparative reading with similar Persian works, in order to assess the structure and
methodology of Khalasat al-Haqa iq.

Review of Literature
Shafi‘i Kadkani (2013) briefly but precisely remarks on the structure of Khalasat al-Haqa’ig, considering it to
open diverse horizons of interpretation in jurisprudential chapters and to have influenced the intellectual
traditions of Iranian mystics. The only independent research devoted to the work, however, is Samani’s (2018)
dissertation entitled 4 Critical Study of Khalasat al-Haqa’iq of Fariyabi as a Reflection of the Tradition of
Sufism in Eastern Iran in the Sixth Century AH and Its Significance for the Source Study of Sufi Narratives in
Persian Literature. The aim of that study, in addition to introducing the book and its manuscripts, was to
highlight its importance for source studies of Persian Sufi narratives. Samani compared its anecdotes and sayings
with other Persian mystical works, presenting his findings under two categories: “Sayings” and “Shared
Anecdotes.” However, his attention to the general structure limited his engagement with specific concepts,
preventing deeper analysis of individual themes.

Thus, regarding the specific focus of this article—the “Stations of the Path” in terms of the author’s
epistemological orientation—no independent study has yet been conducted.

Materials and Methods

At the beginning of each chapter, Fariyabi provides definitions of key terms in the section titled “Definition (al-
hadd).” He then proceeds to “Reports and Traditions (akhbar wa athar),” and finally includes “Admonitions,
Subtleties, Anecdotes, and Allusions (mawa ‘iz, nukat, hikayat wa isharat).” This tripartite approach is
consistently applied to the seven topics under investigation in this study. Following the methodological
framework of researchers, the text can be examined on the descriptive, interpretive, and explanatory levels, thus
revealing the dominant discourse of the author.

The research adopts an epistemological approach. The central question is: in defining and explaining each of
these stations, what kinds of concepts does Fariyabi emphasize, and which epistemological orientation underlies
his interpretations of the six chapters of Khalasat al-Haqa’ig? The aim is to present a clear picture of the
author’s perspective on the “Stations of the Path.” Achieving this aim, along with examining the views of other
scholars, underscores the necessity of this research.

Results

In citing “Reports and Traditions,” Fariyabi consistently emphasizes adherence to Shari‘ah and following the
Prophetic tradition, demonstrating his personal commitment to ethical and religious principles. Moreover, in
elaborating his subjects, he frequently draws upon the views of early mystics, grounding his discourse in
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mystical thought. The high frequency of Sufi concepts compared to other subjects highlights his strong
inclination toward Sufism. While he refrains from interpreting the sayings of authorities, he situates them within
the cultural and intellectual milieu of his time, in which such utterances were predominantly understood in
mystical terms.

Accordingly, Fariyabi connects knowledge derived from “Reports and Traditions” and theological, ethical,
and doctrinal discussions to a mystical worldview. With the exception of the chapters on asceticism and
scrupulousness, the third section of each chapter—the “Subtleties and Allusions”—constitutes the largest
portion. In all cases, the mystical admonitions and insights dominate the chapter content. This mystical tendency
appears to aim at motivational transformation, inspiring readers toward acceptance and practice.

By weaving together religious and mystical elements, Fariyabi addresses the inner contradictions of
individuals, offering them a framework for reconciling various concepts. He views the role of the author as
guiding outward inclinations and inner emotions toward a proper epistemological understanding of the “Stations
of the Path.” Within this mode of thought, philosophical, rational, ethical, and legal approaches fade into the
background, while mystical discourse emerges as the primary framework, enriching the affective dimension of
spiritual reflection.
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