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Abstract

The main topic of this study is the examination of the story of Jacob's wrestling with God in light of the
knowledge of the Divine Names within the tradition of Islamic mysticism. Commentators have variously
considered Jacob's opponent to be God, an angel, Esau, or even a prophetic dream. In the Islamic mystical
tradition, the universe and all creatures are regarded as manifestations of the Divine Names; creation, destiny,
and worldly affairs are continuously shaped by the relationships among these Names. Accordingly, this event
can be studied through the lens of the knowledge of the Divine Names and the principle of marriage and conflict
among them. Using a descriptive-analytical and phenomenological method rooted in a mystical perspective, the
authors reinterpret this story: since Jacob was a Perfect Man and thus “the comprehensive manifestation of the
Divine Names,” while his opponent represented “a partial manifestation of the Divine Names,” Jacob’s victory
reflects the dominance of the comprehensive Name over the partial. This event may thus be regarded as a form
of marriage and conflict among the Divine Names, arising from the differences in their levels of manifestation.
The study aims to demonstrate the potential of the Islamic mystical tradition in offering new readings of ancient
religious texts and to open a path for dialogue between traditions.
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Introduction

The central focus of this study is the story of “Jacob’s wrestling with God”, re-examined in the light of the
knowledge of the Divine Names within the Islamic mystical tradition, using a mystical-phenomenological
approach. The paper begins by reviewing interpretations of this Old Testament narrative. Scholars have
variously suggested that Jacob’s opponent was God, an angel, Esau, or even Jesus. Regardless of the opponent’s
identity, this study investigates the event through the mirror of the knowledge of Divine Names in Islamic
mysticism.

The purpose of this study is twofold: first, to highlight the significance of the Islamic mystical tradition as a
hermeneutical tool for understanding sacred texts; and second, to open avenues for dialogue, discourse, and mutual
understanding between different religious traditions. Moreover, it seeks to counter the predominance of Orientalist
and subjectivist approaches in contemporary postmodern re-readings of ancient texts (EImi & Nahri, 2024).

Review of Literature

Previous research on the story of Jacob’s wrestling with God has been limited. For instance, Juybari (2019), in
an article entitled A Comparison of Two Narratives of the Myth of Battling a Deity in the Myth of ‘Mehr’ and the
Old Testament, compared the theme of wrestling with—and defeating—a deity, a myth common to both
Mithraic and Jewish traditions. Rogerson (1992), in his essay Wrestling with an Angel: A Study in Historical and
Literary Interpretation (from Hermeneutics, the Bible and Literary Criticism), employed this passage to
demonstrate the value of mythological over literal or historical interpretations.

Similarly, Moyaert (2013), in From Flight to Responsibility: Jacob’s Wrestling, argued that Jacob’s night
encounter at Jabbok is one of the most ambiguous episodes in the Bible, marked by tension, mystery, and profound
ambiguity. Mayer (2021), in his doctoral dissertation, Jacob Wrestles with the Man-God: An Embodied Reading of
Genesis, emphasized that the wrestling dynamic is characterized simultaneously by embrace and resistance, with
significant implications for understanding Jacob’s encounter as well as martial practices in general.

The distinguishing feature of the present study lies in its perspective: it interprets the biblical narrative
through the lens of the Islamic mystical tradition, specifically the knowledge of the Divine Names.

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method, examining Jacob’s wrestling episode phenomenologically
from a mystical perspective. The narrative is analyzed through the prism of the knowledge of Divine Names in
Islamic mysticism, offering a new understanding of the text.

Results

A survey of biblical interpretations of Jacob’s wrestling reveals significant variation: some view it as a prophetic
dream; Augustine interprets the figure as Christ; others identify the figure as an angel. However, through the
perspective of the knowledge of Divine Names in Islamic mysticism, the story yields new insights.

In this framework, the Divine Names are manifestations of the Divine Essence, permeating the universe. All
beings and events are expressions of these Names, and their interplay occurs through processes of “marriage”
and “conflict” among them.

Among the Names, the comprehensive Name Allah encompasses all others. The Perfect Man is the locus of
this comprehensive manifestation. Thus, divine manifestation through the existence of the Perfect Man—
whether prophet or saint—is the most complete and elevated form of divine appearance.

In this story, Jacob, as a prophet and Perfect Man, represents the superior manifestation of the comprehensive
Name. His opponent, whether identified as angel, man, or God, embodies a partial manifestation of the Divine
Names. Consequently, Jacob’s triumph signifies the victory of the comprehensive over the partial manifestation.
This confrontation, therefore, represents marriage and conflict among the Divine Names, a dynamic that
constantly unfolds within the cosmos and finds expression in human experience.

The primary aim of this study was to explore the quality and significance of the definitions of mystical truths
in the story of Jacob’s wrestling with God through the lens of Islamic mysticism. The analysis demonstrated that
Jacob’s role as the Perfect Man embodies the comprehensive Name, while his opponent reflects partial
manifestations. This encounter can thus be read as an allegory of the interplay among the Divine Names.

By adopting a mystical-phenomenological method, the study highlights the capacity of the Islamic mystical
tradition to offer innovative readings of ancient religious texts. Furthermore, it advocates for interreligious
dialogue between Judaism and Islamic mysticism, positioning this approach as a counterbalance to Orientalist
interpretations and as a step toward deeper understanding between traditions.
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