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Abstract

Kashf al-Asrar wa Mokashifat al-Anwar is among the most significant works of Ruzbihan Bagli Shirazi (522—
606 AH) and a distinctive Sufi text within Islamic culture. It documents his spiritual visions and revelations,
forming his inner autobiography. Four complete critical editions and translations of this work have been
published, along with one independent Persian translation without the original Arabic text. This descriptive-
analytical study compares these four editions in terms of methodology and precision in word choice and editing,
and lists errors in their translations. There is a clear need to re-edit this important book. Among the editions,
Famouri’s is the most reliable. Papan-Matin’s edition is notable for its pioneering use of the Paris manuscript.
Hosseini’s edition successfully corrects certain textual errors. Khajavi’s edition shows the least textual fidelity.
Allahyari’s translation, while useful, remains insufficient.
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Introduction

Abu Muhammad Ruzbihan Baqli Fasa’i Shirazi, a prominent figure in sixth-century Hijri Sufism, was born in
Fasa in 522 AH and died in Shiraz in 606 AH (Sharaf al-Din Ibrahim, 1968, p. 12; Shams, 1968, p. 167). He
began his studies and spiritual journey (suluk) in Fasa before relocating to Shiraz, where he pursued religious
sciences and engaged closely with Sufi masters (Shams, 1968, p. 177). Ruzbihan undertook a seven-year ascetic
retreat (riyada) on Mount Bamu in Shiraz, wearing a single cloak throughout: “He performed ablutions and ritual
baths in it winter and summer, never removing it... Occasionally addressing the mountain: ‘O Bamu, how many
lights of divine manifestation (tajalli) have I witnessed upon you!” (Sharaf al-Din Ibrahim, 1968, p. 14). Sharaf
al-Din attributes 22 works and ‘Abd al-Latif 40 works to him (Sharaf al-Din Ibrahim, 1968, pp. 18-19; Shams,
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1968, pp. 341-343). Among his significant Arabic works, Kashf al-Asrar is a spiritual autobiography detailing
numerous visions and epiphanies, unparalleled in Sufi literature for their perceptual depth, aesthetic
representation, descriptive eloquence, and quasi-philosophical analysis (Ruzbihan Bagli Shirazi, 2014).

Review of Literature

The first complete critical edition of Kashf al-Asrar, titled The Unveiling of Secrets: Kashf al-Asrar, was edited
by Papan-Matin and published by Brill (Boston) in 2006, with an English preface and the edited Arabic text.
Three other editions were published concurrently in Iran, listed alphabetically by the editor:

1) Kashf al-Asrar wa Mokashifat al-Anwar, edited by Hosseini (2014), is a product of the University of
Isfahan’s Research Center for Philosophical and Mystical Texts. It is based on two complete manuscripts: one
from Astan Quds Razavi Library, Mashhad (1064 AH, no. 931), and Papan-Matin’s printed edition.

2) Khajavi (2014) edited Kashf al-Asrar wa Mokashifat al-Anwar. Khajavi used Papan-Matin’s edition,
noting access to it for translation purposes: He realized that this book contains the Sheikh’s revelations in
Arabic, with eloquent and beautiful prose, but it had many mistakes, some corrected analogically by the
proofreader (Papan-Matin) in footnotes, others misunderstood or overlooked.

3) Famouri (2014) also edited Kashf al-Asrar. Unaware of Papan-Matin’s edition, Famouri states:
“Previously, Kashf al-Asrar was not fully edited. Only about one-fourth was edited by Paul Nwyia based on a
Baghdad manuscript, published in al-Mashriq journal (1970 CE)” (p. 385). In 1971, Nazif Hoja edited a small
part in Istanbul using a Kyunglu Museum manuscript (Konya). Short sections, along with two monographs on
Ruzbihan, Tohfat-al-Irfan and Rawh-al-Jenan, were translated into Persian.

Papan-Matin’s edition uses two complete manuscripts (Paris and Mashhad), a strength compared to others.
Hosseini and Khajavi indirectly accessed the Paris manuscript through Papan-Matin’s edition, meaning all four
editions effectively rely on one original version. Khajavi’s work, initially intended for translating Papan-Matin’s
Persian print, includes corrections based on his judgment. Famouri incorporated Nwyia’s partial edition (about
one-fourth of the text) and brief translations by Ruzbihan’s grandsons, without using Papan-Matin’s edition or
the Paris manuscript. This study, using a descriptive-analytical approach, compares these editions’ editorial
methods and lexical accuracy, listing translation errors and emphasizing the need for a new critical edition.

Methodology

This study combines two main methods in textual criticism and codicology, forming a hybrid proofreading
approach. The first part, comparing editions with the Mashhad manuscript, is a ‘collation-based analysis’,
identifying and analyzing textual differences against a reference version. The second part, ‘scientific analogy in
examining content and line’, evaluates the text’s internal structure, writing style, terminology, line composition,
and linguistic-historical elements to detect errors. This method, called ‘diplomatic’ in Western scholarship,
integrates objective data (reference manuscript) and inferential analysis (scientific analogy). It aligns with
traditional ‘Tahqiq Al-Nosous’ but introduces a new approach by combining it with the diplomatic method for
evaluating ancient texts.

Results

Papan-Matin’s preface (~40 pages) is useful but largely descriptive, targeting Western readers by introducing
Ruzbihan’s perspective without significant historical or philosophical depth. Hosseini’s preface (~30 pages)
lacks detailed topic exploration; its most valuable section applies structuralist analysis to Ruzbihan’s mystical
experiences, briefly comparing them to modern religious epistemologists like William James and William
Alston. Khajavi’s edition lacks an independent preface, a notable weakness. Famouri’s edition includes a 78-
page preface (in small font), rich in novel insights, surpassing others in depth and serving as an essential
reference for Ruzbihan studies. Allahyari’s preface (4 pages) lacks scholarly credibility.

A list of 56 differences among the four editions of Kashf al-Asrar highlights their strengths and
weaknesses. In reviewing translations, errors resulting from incorrect editions are overlooked, as faulty
editing leads to faulty translations. This study focuses on incorrect translations of correctly edited texts,
presenting select evidence to avoid excessive length. Famouri and Allahyari use literary language; Hosseini
and Khajavi prioritize semantic transfer.
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Editing a text reliant on a single, error-ridden manuscript is profoundly challenging. Even Ruzbihan’s
descendants, Sharaf al-Din Ibrahim and Shams, who likely accessed his original manuscripts, made errors in
citing Kashf al-Asrar. While editors’ difficulties deserve respect, criticism remains necessary. This study
identifies ten definitive errors and three to four suboptimal readings in Famouri’s edition, thirty-three
definitive errors and about ten suboptimal readings in Hosseini’s, slightly more errors in Papan-Matin’s, and
the most in Khajavi’s. Conversely, Famouri offers thirty-four superior readings and fifteen preferable variants,
Hosseini provides twelve superior and nine preferable readings, Papan-Matin ranks third in textual fidelity,
and Khajavi last.

Famouri’s translation is likely the best but requires revision. Allahyari’s translation is sound, with few major
errors but numerous minor ones. Hosseini’s and Khajavi’s translations need significant revision. Famouri’s
preface is the most substantive, followed by Papan-Matin’s and Hosseini’s, while Khajavi’s lacks a specific,
independent introduction.

A new critical edition of Kashf al-Asrar is strongly recommended. The Mashhad and Paris manuscripts are
effectively copies, but locating the Baghdad manuscript (unavailable, last known in Baghdad decades ago) could
enable significant progress. Alternatively, a collaborative recension by experienced editors (e.g., Papan-Matin,
Hosseini, Famouri), comparing all existing editions, including Nwyia’s partial one, could reconstruct a reliable
archetype, facilitating a definitive translation through careful comparison of existing translations.
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