https://jpll.ui.ac.ir/?lang=en
Research on Mystical Literature
E-ISSN: 2476-3292

Document Type: Research Paper
Vol. 19, Issue 1, No.54, 2025, pp. 1-18
Received: 04/01/2025 Accepted: 11/03/2025

The Interpretation of Mystical Silence through the Lens of Artificial Intelligence
(ChatGPT’s Encounter with Mystical Silence)

*

Mostafa Mirdar Rezaei

Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Human Sciences, University
of Guilan, Rasht, Iran
m.mirdar@guilan.ac.ir

Mahsa Eslami
MSc in Computer Software Engineering, Faculty of Technology and Engineering, Mazandaran University, Babolsar, Iran
mahsaaeslami@gmail.com

Abstract

Artificial intelligence refers to robots that are able to perform tasks required by human intelligence. One of the
functions of these intelligent machines which sometimes appear to surpass human intelligence is to analyze and
interpret texts. On the other hand, the realm of mysticism is a secretive, ambiguous, and enigmatic field; entering
this realm requires prerequisites that the researcher must possess the appropriate intelligence to understand and
address. This study, using a descriptive-experimental method, attempts to assess and confront the processing of
the modern “ChatGPT” robot with the subject of “mystical silence” by providing texts containing “mystical
silence” as input data. The results of this research show the ChatGPT robot has sufficient understanding of the
mystical realm of the text and its distinction from other areas (poetic, epic, etc.); that is, in interpretations, after
processing the data and realizing that the text belongs to the field of mysticism, it attempts to analyze it based on
mystical concepts. Precise and accurate understanding of mystical terms is another ability of the intelligent robot.
In addition, the mastery of this intelligent tool in understanding symbolic language, recognizing the literary
dimension, and the underlying layers of the text, which are mostly manifested in symbols, is noteworthy. With
these explanations and since artificial intelligence continuously improves and refines itself, it is not far-fetched
that with the help of these modern and intelligent tools, new horizons will be opened in the processing and
understanding of mystical texts for the audience of this field.
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Introduction

Silence, literally, means very quiet; with the ability to speak, to abstain from it, and in the manners of disciples, it
means keeping secrets. Silence, on the one hand, is one of the most necessary means of attaining knowledge on
the path of spiritual growth, and on the other hand, it is considered one of the necessary “linguistic” possibilities
on the path of the spiritual journey, and most mystics and Sufis have preferred silence to speech. This
characteristic of the traveler (his silence) can be a result of his spiritual intelligence (SQ). Spirituality derived
from a mystical perspective seeks to transcend the lower levels of existence and move towards higher realms and
closeness to God. This spirituality is also known as “seeker of meaning; meaning for the perfection of man”.
From this view, spiritual intelligence, due to its connection with meaning, value, and the cultivation of
imagination, can give a person [traveler] the ability to change and transform. It also increases awareness or a
sense of connection with a higher power or a sacred being [God].

Artificial intelligence (Al) refers to machines that are able to perform tasks that require human intelligence.
The hypothesis of artificial intelligence asserts that a properly programmed computer is truly a mind. In this
modern tool, the problem-solving process (PSP) is a framework that creates and solves a challenge. The problem
P in PSP is defined in such a way that its characteristics are requirements, conditions, and structure. “ChatGPT”
is one of the latest and best versions of robots available in artificial intelligence that has public accessibility and
the large company OpenAl produced it. This robot demonstrates human-like interaction in artificial intelligence
and performs well-known natural language tasks. One of the capabilities of the intelligent ChatGPT robot is that
this modern tool is trained to provide the most accurate answers with appropriate details to users’ questions.
Based on this, the method of this robot is interactive and consistent with the act of conversation; that is, the
audience presents their desired texts and questions to this robot, and the robot, in accordance with the horizon
and data it has in its machine mind and memory, engages in conversation with the audience and questioner.

Review of Literature

There are separate studies on the structure and mechanism of “artificial intelligence” and “spiritual intelligence”,
but no specific study has been conducted on the examination of spiritual intelligence using artificial intelligence.
There are some studies, such as the article Using the Problem-Solving Ability of Spiritual Intelligence for
Artificial Intelligence by Mohammad Rahimi (2014), which has no particular connection to this article.

In addition, regarding the encounter of artificial intelligence with the horizon of Persian literary texts
(poetry), Mirdar Rezai and Islami (2024) conducted a study titled The Negative Encounter of Artificial
Intelligence with the Hermeneutic Understanding of Persian Poetry (A Case Study: Verses from Four Styles of
Persian Poetry). In this study, they provided verses from four styles—Khorasani, Azerbaijani, Iraqgi, and
Indian—as input data for analysis and processing to two modern and intelligent robots, ‘ChatGPT’ and ‘Bing’.
Contrary to our article, which is affirmative and positive, the results of their inquiry are negative and show that
despite its success in various fields, artificial intelligence does not achieve significant success in the realm of
understanding and processing literary texts. One of the reasons for its inefficacy in the issue of ‘hermeneutic
horizon’ lies in the fact that, in the process of understanding, artificial intelligence approaches the text as a
(general) audience. It is evident that when a data-free robot encounters a literary text, no specific dialogue
emerges in the direction of understanding the content.

Methodology
This study uses a descriptive-experimental method, and attempts to assess and analyze the accuracy or
inaccuracy of the responses and processing of the modern and intelligent “ChatGPT” robot regarding the subject
by providing texts containing “mystical silence” as input data. The study aims to answer the following three
research questions:

1. Can artificial intelligence handle the processing and understanding of spiritual intelligence texts?

2. Is the understanding and processing of the “ChatGPT” robot the same in poetry and prose, or is there a
difference?

3. In the discussion of mystical silence, can a relationship and analogy be found between the horizon of
understanding the text and the horizon of understanding the “ChatGPT” robot?

Results

The results of this research show that the intelligent ChatGPT robot, with its understanding of the scope of
mysticism and its mechanism, has the power to distinguish texts related to this field from other literary realms.
This is the first and most necessary step in text analysis; because if the robot makes a mistake in its first step, the
entire analysis process will be invalid. However, ChatGPT, by correctly identifying the mystical realm of the
text, attempts to analyze and interpret the data based on mystical concepts and does not mix its processing with
the themes of other realms, namely the poetic, epic, etc. On the other hand, a correct analysis of mystical text
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requires prerequisites, the most important of which is a precise and accurate understanding of the words and
terms of the field of mysticism, and until these necessary tools are available, most analyses will be incomplete.
The data analysis of this study shows that one of the noteworthy capabilities of ChatGPT is its sufficient and
accurate understanding of mystical words and expressions. This intelligent robot recognizes mystical words and
terms well and is effective in explaining and clarifying mystical concepts within the context of the text. The
intelligent robot’s possession of Natural Language Processing (NLP), along with advantages such as automated
data extraction, saving time and resources, speeding up the review process, etc., enables computers to understand
and interpret human language and transforms it into an ideal tool for extracting relevant data from a large
collection of text information. Using NLP algorithms, researchers can automate the extraction process and
significantly reduce the manual effort required. One of the manifestations of this is that ChatGPT’s ability to
analyze mystical texts is not limited to processing and explaining the appearance of the text, and perhaps its most
important ability is to understand symbolic language, recognize the literary dimension, and understand the
underlying layers of the text and decode them; elements that mainly appear in the form of symbols and dealing
with them requires mystical and literary knowledge.

ChatGPT’s architecture is based on the transformer architecture, and the design of the transformer is based
on the concept of self-attention mechanisms that enable the model to process. The pre-trained transformer
framework (GPT), on which ChatGPT’s architecture is based, has undergone several revisions, each with
significant advancements in model size, training data, and fine-tuning. These changes have allowed the robot to
recognize the subtle nuances of language and provide understandable and appropriate responses for the given
situation. For greater efficiency of this intelligent robot in the field of text analysis, especially mystical texts
which are sometimes difficult to understand, and also to choose the correct meaning from among several
presented meanings, the robot can be trained to first give a brief answer about the topic and, if the discussion
reaches complex and technical points, provide the correct answer to the intended meaning by asking more
questions. In this way, artificial intelligence acts as a generator, creating new data based on patterns and
structures learned from existing data. This is possible using deep learning techniques and neural networks for
analysis; that is, some mystical concepts are precisely taught to the robot based on the function of the human
nervous system so that the robot, based on what it has learned, attempts to analyze these texts.

In short, the realm of mysticism is a secretive, ambiguous, and intricate space; and entering this realm
requires prerequisites that the researcher must understand and address because symbolic language, the
epistemological realm, and the accumulation of concepts in the underlying layers of the text are different from
other areas. In other words, if the mystical realm and its requirements are not well understood, the analysis
derived from it will not be correct and accurate either. With these explanations, in the analysis of the data of this
research (with the topic of “mystical silence”) by the intelligent ChatGPT robot, several points are important.
First, the aforementioned robot has sufficient understanding of the mystical realm of the text and its distinction
from other areas (poetic, epic, etc.); that is, in interpretations, after processing the data and realizing that the text
belongs to the field of mysticism, it attempts to analyze it based on mystical concepts. In processing the data of
this research, ChatGPT only once erred in recognizing and distinguishing the realms, and that was because it
made a mistake in identifying the creator of the text and, instead of Ahmad Ghazali, considered the text to
belong to Hushang Ebtehaj. With this mistake, the next mistake also occurred, and that was that instead of
analyzing the text in the mystical context, it analyzed it in the poetic context. This point shows that artificial
intelligence knows to some extent which poet belongs to which realm! Another shortcoming of this tool is that
when data is presented in “prose”, it is hesitant to determine whether it is “poetry” or “prose” (this problem was
not seen in the poetry data).

The accurate and correct understanding of mystical terms is another ability of the intelligent robot. ChatGPT
not only recognizes the words and terms of this field but also makes good use of them and deals with them when
analyzing the text. The mastery of this intelligent tool in understanding symbolic language, recognizing the
literary dimension, and the underlying layers of the text, which are mostly manifested in symbols, is also
noteworthy. With these explanations and since artificial intelligence continuously improves and refines itself, it
is not far-fetched that with the help of these modern and intelligent tools, new horizons will soon be opened in
the processing and understanding of mystical texts for the audience of this field.
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