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Abstract

Hafez's poetry has the greatest capability to be analyzed from the perspective of discourse analysis
due to the accumulation of metaphors and ambiguities that double its evasiveness and fluidity. In the
meantime, examining the fatalistic propositions in Hafez's poetry, beyond their apparent implication of
extreme belief in fate reveals the connection of these propositions with the social, political, and
ideological realities of the time of the narration of the text, and factors such as "historical context™ and
"power relations in the society”. Considering the discourse of fatalism in Hafez's poetry as a
construction of the relationship between the structure and themes of his poetry with extra-textual
factors, the present research tried to give a new formulation of it that is compatible with Hafez's free-
thinking and critical views. This study is written using a descriptive-analytical method. The research
showed that Hafez, behind the face of the text, and beyond the outward expressions of his poetry,
which speaks of submission to fate, is trying to build a critical discourse through the use of language,
to bring about changes in the macro social structures and struggle with power institutions and
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ideologies related to them. In the process of a language game, while expanding his popular ideology
under the guise of fatalism, he pursues a goal beyond the spread of fatalism in his poetry and tries to
reproduce and induce a new message and meaning of fatalism in the audience's mind.

Keywords: Mystical Discourse, Hafez, Fatalism, Critical Discourse, Discourse Analysis.

Introduction

Hafez's poetry, with allusions and metaphors that double its indeterminacy and fluidity, is one of
the open literary texts and has a special ability to be analyzed from the point of view of critical
discourse analysis. One of Hafez's intellectual foundations in his sonnets is his extreme fatalism,
which, according to the appearance of the text, contains the concept of "fate and destiny" and belief in
eternal destiny. Most of the researchers considered Hafez's fatalistic verses to be indicative of his
extreme belief in destiny in the framework of philosophical, theological, and mystical reflection. They
considered Hafez's fatalistic verses to be indicative of his fatalism and belief in destiny with mostly
theological and philosophical explanations. However, the dominance of rebellion and protest in
Hafez's poetry and his tone full of criticism and humor throughout his divan show a serious
contradiction between his critical and reformist attitude and his fatalism. Such a contradiction cannot
be resolved with the philosophical and theological explanations of Hafez's poetry, because, on the one
hand, Hafez cannot be considered a determinist in terms of philosophy and theology, and on the other
hand, he can be assumed to be a critical poet with epic protests. In order to resolve the inconsistency
between these two opposing approaches, this study, by using the discourse analysis method, has tried
to get another interpretation of his fatalistic verses by going through the language structure and the
apparent meanings of the intra-textual signs in Hafez's consistent poetry.

Review of the Literature

This study aims to strengthen the hypothesis that Hafez's main purpose in expressing fatalistic
verses, beyond the expression of fatalism, is to build a critical discourse through which he can
challenge the objective and subjective authorities of his age and their emptiness and meaninglessness.
Therefore, if the deterministic propositions in Hafez's divan are examined from the perspective of
discourse analysis, and as a construction of the relationship between the structure and the essence of
the text with the external realities of the time of the narration of the text, their underlying and invisible
layers, and their relationship with social and political realities and ideological and meta-textual factors
such as "historical context" and "power relations in society" are revealed to the audience. In this case,
the discovery of hidden meanings in the form of the text and accuracy in the ideological structure of
the words reveal the meta-textual load and the trans-sentence system of the linguistic elements in these
propositions and show that Hafez's intention to create a critical discourse against the discourses is
Sharia-based and Tariga-based at that time. In this process, Hafez, under the guise of fatalism and
considering the social function of language, is trying to resist the hegemony of the discourses that
narrate the world according to the will of the autocratic rulers of his era, and the demagogues and
mystics associated with them. In this discursive debate, by expanding his desired discourse through the
medium of poetry, he aims to transform the hegemonic atmosphere of a tyrannical society and solve
the problem of classism and hypocrisy in his era.

Methodology

Critical discourse analysis is an interdisciplinary study trend derived from critical linguistics that
considers language as a form of social action and examines the role of the text in the reproduction of
social and political power. This type of research is considered a new way to discover and understand
the hidden layers of literary and artistic texts, which aims to clarify the relationship between the
structure and the essence of the text with the social, political, and cultural realities of the time of the
narration of the text. This method tries to show the role of social, cultural, and ideological processes
and factors such as "historical context" and "power relations in society” in the formation of a text and
the form of language and its meanings. In discourse studies, there is an undeniable relationship
between "power", "thought”, and "language”. Foucault, as the founder of this method, regardless of the
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organized and centralized forms of power, by examining power as a strategy, analyzes the complex
processes that lead to the embodiment of power in various institutions. In the method of discourse
analysis, every written and spoken text has signs that represent the influence of power and ideology in
its formation, and even the simplest conversations between people cannot be unrelated to discourse
issues such as ideology, power, and social structures. Therefore, there is a dialectical relationship
between language, power and discourse, and as language is the originator of discourse, discourse also
shapes language. In the method of discourse analysis, visible and hidden signs in a text, while
representing the social, political, historical, and cultural atmosphere of the time of the narration of the
text show the connection between the main themes of the text with the ideology, power, and social
structures of that time. Examining the topic of the present study from the point of view of discourse
analysis is important in that it can methodically show how Hafez's belief in predestination has a
relationship with ideology and power, and how he, under the guise of predestination (often Sufism),
presents his critical views. He expressed himself against the political and social structures of his era,
and in this regard, by transforming the established system of concepts in competing discourses, he
challenged the hegemony of this kind of inclusive discourses in his era.

Results

In order to accurately understand Hafez's poetry, beyond the form of the text and the structure of
the language, macro-extra-linguistic factors such as history, ideology, culture, society, and power
should be considered and through the discovery of signs that are hidden in the layers of the text and
the poet's unspoken words, the text of Hafez entered the world. In this way, a different reading of
Hafez's fatalism can be achieved, which shows that, contrary to the appearance of his poetry, which
speaks of submission and passivity to fate, he seeks to create a critical discourse through the use of
language as a dynamic type. Social action creates changes in the macro structures of the society.
Paying attention to the signs of discourse in Hafez's poetry shows that he is trying to shape new
identities and social relations based on the values and norms of his popular discourse, and by
expanding his popular ideology, he tries to hide his fatalism. By reproducing and instilling a new
message and meaning of predestination in the mind of his audience, he will reduce the hegemonic
scope of ascetic and Sharia-based discourses in his era.
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