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A Study of ‘God as a King’ as a Major Conceptual Metaphor in Mersad al-‘Ebad

Jaberi, Naser*
Sharifi, Sakineh**

Abstract

Mersad al-‘Ebad is an important work in the field of Persian literature. Its language and
expression are eloquent and sometimes poetic, and it is a wonderful book in terms of visual-
rhetoric aspects. Given the recognition of allegory in our rhetorical sciences, the study of the
images of Mersad al-‘Ebad has often been directed towards its allegorical aspects and its
metaphors have been examined from ancient perspectives. Notwithstanding that this work has
metaphorical clusters based on a social and political attitude. Due to the dispersion and extent
of these clusters, the present study uses the theory of conceptual metaphor to examine this
book from a novel perspective. The research method is analytical-descriptive, and the scope
of the research is the text of Mersad al- ‘Ebad. The results of this research show that small
metaphorical threads that are connected with each other can be recognized in the text and can
be called micro-metaphors. These nets of metaphors in the text are as follows: the descent of
the soul into the body as the enthronement of a king, God's treasure as the king's treasure, the
devil as a criminal and condemned by the sultan, cultivating the soul as raising a bird of prey,
and propagation of religion as an organization to inform the king. Each of these five micro-
metaphors had its own subcategories, which are explained in the text of the research by
mentioning the examples and drawing diagrams. Also, the accuracy of the metaphors shows
that their unification can be placed under the grand metaphor of ‘God as a King’.

1. Introduction

Mersad al-‘Ebad is a magnificent work. Its language is special and distinctive, and one of its
characteristics is the use of mystical concepts with the help of terms related to government,
state management, and court. This distinctive feature attracts the attention of the audience and
raises the question of whether the existence of the metaphor of “God as a king” is a unique
feature of Mersad al-‘Ebad, or whether we can find evidence for it in other mystical and
religious texts. There are verses in the Holy Qur'an that can be analyzed based on the intended
metaphor, and some of them are briefly mentioned in the text of the article. It can be
definitely stated that this metaphor has an ancient history. However, research about its
antiquity in religious and mystical texts is beyond the scope of the present study. A brief look
at some mystical prose books shows that this attitude exists in other mystical texts in a
scattered form. Among the four books Kashf al-Mahjub, Kashf al-Asrar, Asrar al-Tawheed,
and Tazkarat al-Awaliya, a more significant presence of this metaphor could be found in
Kashf al-Asrar. For example, in one of its parts, it is stated that:

Each king in the past had his own horse and marked it with a special sign so that others
would not follow it due to the presence of that mark. Nobody would seek the ownership of a
horse that would have the special sign of the king. But any horse that does not have this
special mark, will always be harmed by the people. This is the example of God's servants (as
cited in Rokni, 1996, p. 155).
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As can be seen, this example can be examined under the metaphor ‘God as the king’.
Therefore, the use of this metaphor in other important mystical books is not unprecedented,
but definitely, this topic is more elaborated in Mersad al- ‘Ebad than in other texts, and it can
be considered an obvious and impressive feature of this work. This has motivated us to
examine it with the help of conceptual metaphor theory in the present article. The most
creative metaphors of Mersad al- ‘Ebad are related to the second and third parts of the book.
The concepts used in these two sections are more about religion, human creation, creation, the
kingdom of God, and descriptions of the system and order of God's court. Therefore, in the
present study, it has been assumed that in Mersad al- ‘Ebad, metaphors are connected like a
chain, and some conceptual micro-metaphors can be analyzed under a macro-metaphor. The
relationship between allegory and conceptual metaphor is one of the topics and questions that
can be raised in this field, but the allegory is analyzed within a paragraph. However, a
conceptual metaphor sometimes flows in several chapters of a work and sometimes
throughout it. Therefore, there exists a relationship between conceptual metaphors, whose
similes can be included under a macro metaphor and explain it.

The research question posed in the study is the following: Which macro-metaphor can be
explained in this work and what are its subcategories? To answer this question, the theory of
conceptual metaphor and conceptual metaphor is used. Metaphorical concepts have been
extracted and their relationships have been examined separately to determine the link between
metaphorical concepts in each metaphoric cluster and finally their position in the macro
metaphor. The authors of this study have determined the conceptual metaphors by carefully
examining the language of Lumat and found that the four conceptual metaphors of God is
love, love is the king, love is the sun, and love is a mirror are the main pillars of Lumat's
worldview. The researchers of this study have compared the conceptual metaphors of love in
the language of poetry and everyday language, and for this purpose, they have extracted and
compared the metaphorical expressions from the everyday language and the Persian poems of
the 80s. Based on Kovecses's point of view, they have shown that both language types of love
metaphors as well as the main mappings between the destination concepts about love and the
origin domain concepts have been used equally. Another article titled "Research on the
Conceptual Metaphor of Mysticism is a Pub in Divan Hafez" (Anonymous, 2017) has been
published, in which the authors, by examining the metaphorical mappings derived from May
and the tavern, have finally reached the point of view that "mysticism is a tavern™. Thus, it is
not easy to understand metaphysical concepts in mysticism.

2. Review of the Literature

In terms of research background, although the conceptual metaphor is a relatively new topic,
many research projects have been conducted in this area. Some of the fundamental studies in
this field are as follows: In the book Metaphors we live with, George Lakoff and Johnson
(2015) have addressed the theoretical issues and the introduction of the theory of conceptual
metaphor and how to use it. This work, which is very well-known in Iran and played an
important role in the spread of this theory, tries to show that in conceptual metaphor, a more
familiar and often concrete domain is used to understand the conceptual relationships of an
abstract domain. Kovecses (2013) in his book Metaphor: A Practical Introduction introduced
the conceptual metaphor, mental spaces, metaphorical images and its basic concepts with
scientific prose and away from complications. Another work in this field is published under
the title Metaphor written by Hawkes (2015). This book examines the views of Aristotle and
the works of contemporary linguists and anthropologists. Hashemi wrote the book Sufis Love
in the Mirror of Metaphors (2014) about the Sufis' perception of love. In this book, she first
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explains and analyzes the conceptual metaphor and related matters in detail. Then, by
explaining the micro and macro metaphors, she elaborates on the concept of love in the minds
of mystics and how they perceive this concept. The book Metaphorical Language and
Conceptual Metaphors by Davari et al. (2013), contains a collection of articles on topics such
as language and metaphor, epistemology and conceptual metaphor from the perspective of
cognitive linguistics, conceptual metaphors in the verses of the Qur'an, the emergence of
conceptual metaphorical language for the future, and the analysis of the art of religious and
mystical speech from the perspective of critical discourse. Articles have also been written in
this field, which include some examples that are more related to the topic.

The article "Linking politics with mysticism in Mersad al- ‘Ebad of Najmuddin Razi" by
Safari and Zaheri Abdevand (2009) is one of the useful works related to the present study and
perhaps the closest research to this present text. The authors have tried to explain Najmuddin
Razi's political point of view and one of the important points expressed is Razi's special
attitude about the superiority of the position of the king over prophecy and knowledge, which
generally shows the importance of the monarchy system and the special position of the king
in his intellectual system. The authors have also analyzed Razi's special view on the
relationship between mysticism and politics.

In "System of Conceptual Metaphors of Lumat " by Bakhtiari Nasab and Mahmoudi
(2018), the authors have determined its conceptual metaphors by carefully examining the
language of Lumat and found that the four conceptual metaphors of God is love, love is the
king, love is the sun, and love is a mirror are the main pillars of Lumaat's worldview. And
finally, in the article "a comparative study of the conceptual metaphor "Love is war" in the
conceptualization of "Fana" in Diwan Shams and the Qur'an" (2018), Mobasheri and
Valizadeh Pasha stated that "Fana" is a spiritual matter that is conceptualized with the
objective domain of "war". In this way, by understanding the conceptual metaphor of "love is
war", it will be easier to understand some transcendental concepts. However, the investigation
of conceptual metaphor in Mersad al‘Ebad as done in the upcoming research is new and
fresh, and this research can provide the reader with a new perspective on conceptual metaphor
in this work.

3. Methodology

The method of this research is based on library and analytical-descriptive approaches. In this
way, the views of theorists such as Lakoff and Kovecses were first studied and what could be
used in the research from their point of view was understood and taken into account. In the
second step, the examples from the book Mersad al-Ebad were extracted, discussed, and
analyzed based on the theory of conceptual metaphor.

4. Conclusion

The present study showed that the macro-metaphor of God is the king is extensive. Razi used
the metaphor "The descent of the soul into the body as the enthronement of a king" when he
intended to depict the descent of the soul into the human body. Since enthronement was
familiar to him and the people of his time, this metaphor could depict the degrees of a
glorious descent that he believed in. On another occasion, he intended to depict the heart as a
rare gem in the universe and described the value and distinctive position of the man with the
help of it. Following the mystics' beliefs, for this purpose, he used the metaphor of "God's
treasury is like the king's treasury". Therefore, these two first metaphors were both used to
describe the descent and status of the soul. Razi has also used the story of Adam and Iblis.
Accordingly, the well-known enemy of man is Iblis, and his enmity with man and the story of
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his soul and the punishment that followed it can be understood with the help of the metaphor
of "Iblis as a criminal”. In this metaphor, the punishment of Iblis is exactly like the
punishments of criminals in the past ages. On the other hand, it has elevated the position of
man - as is common in religious thinking - as much as possible. On another occasion, he used
the metaphor "Cultivating the soul as raising a bird of prey" to express this separation of the
soul and its descent. This metaphor could well express the need for the soul to return to its
origin and destination. In addition to these four metaphors, another metaphor has been used
from the laws of state administration, and it is as follows: "propagation of religion as an
organization to inform the king" is adapted from the laws of state administration, which
express the duties of the soul during separation, and letters from God sent to him.

Keywords: Conceptual Metaphor, Macro Metaphor, Mersad al-‘Ebad, Lordship and
Governance.
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