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The Story of Two Tears in the Description of Two Poems from Hafez

Amir Soltanmohamadi*

Abstract

Many of Hafez’s poems have complex themes that, in addition to knowing literary points, they
need to be carefully looked at in the finer points of the poetry of the past. In this regard, two verses
of Hafez's lyric poems still do not have a proper description due to the inaccuracy in the mentioned
principles. The word ‘tears’, as one of the main elements of the verse, has been put forward in both
verses with thematization and illustration, the meaning of which has not been properly understood
and presented due to the inaccuracy of the commentators. The first verse is: ‘O Admonisher! Make
little talk; come back (and be not my prohibitor of love’s path). For, the man of my eye/ Plucked,
from off my head, and, in thanks (for the acquisition of love), consumed’. The Persian word
‘madjara’ in this verse means tears and a leader. The second verse does not have the controversy of
the first verse. Apparently, the reason for this lack of attention is the lack of understanding of a
subtle point that Hafez has made, and the commentators have negligibly described it. The verse is:
You took sleep from the eyes of your lovers/ but you cursed them with the rejection of their
imagination, and cast their sins into their tears. In this verse, the Persian phrase ‘Shabrovane kheile
khab’ (bandits sleep) refers to tears and cries the lover sends to the beloved due to his imagination.
The reason for the problems of the commentators in both of the mentioned verses, in addition to not
realizing Hafez’s subtlety in the themes, could also be the negligence of the grammatical points.
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