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Abstract

From the second half of the eighteenth century, European orientalists translated
and perfected the works of Attar. This was started by von Stewemer in
Germany. After him, in the late eighteenth century and early nineteenth century,
Silvestre de Sacy was influential in introducing Attar to the West with the
French translation of the Pand Nameh and Mantiq-ut-Tayr. Eduard Fitzgerald
read the introduction by Gartens Dutzis to the French translation of Attar’s
Mantiq-ut-Tayr, and published the English version of the work ‘The
Conference of the Birds’ in 1889. Thus, in the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries a movement in translation, correction, and interpretation of Attar's
works emerged, and Attar’s collections were introduced to Europeans, and a
new window opened for European poets and writers. The main purpose of this
study is to examine how Attar's mystical thoughts and works influence France,
England and Germany. Also, which works of Attar have been paid attention to
and translated more? The research methodology is based on description and
analysis. The findings of this article show that although the Germans were the
first translators of Attar's work, the French played a more important role in
introducing Attar to the West. The countries of Germany and England have
been influenced more by Attar’s Pand Nameh and Mantig-ut-Tayr and Attar's
mystical thoughts and works have a noticeable effect on the works of European
poets and writers.
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“They that, that they, another, yet the same; / Dividual, yet one: from whom there
came

A voice of awful answer, scarecediscern’d/ From which to Aspiration whose
return’d

They scarcely knew; as when some Man apart/ Answers aloud the question in this
heart-

“The sun of my perfection is a Glass/ Wherein from seeing into Being pass

All who, reflecting as reflected see

Themselves in me, and me in them: not me, But all of me that a contacted
Eye.”(Gerald, 1889: 59¢)AA4)
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“The word’s birds gathered for their conference
And said: “Our constitution makes no sense.
All nations in the world require a king.” (davis & darbandi, 1984: 136)
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Jan Arberry:

When first the simurgh, radiant in the night,
Passed ore the land of china in its flight,

A feather from its wing on chinese soil.

Fell, and the world in tumult did embroil,

Each one did strive that feather to pourtray;

Who saw these sketches, fell to work straightway.
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Peter Avery:

The beginning of the affair of the Simurgh, at the wonder!
In all his glory he flew over china one midnight.

In to the middle of china from him a feather fell;

As a result every province was filled with tumult.
Everyone limned a tracing of this feather.

All who saw that drawing were much affected.
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1. F. A.D. Tholuck, Ssufismus sive theosophiapersarum pathistica,1821.
2. F. A. D. Tholuck, Bbluthensammlug aus der Morgenlondischen Mystik,
1825.
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