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The Foundations of Understanding Religious Wisdom in the
Discour se of Molavi

M. SadegiHasanabdi’
M. Nasr Isfahani™

Abstract

Molavi has called religious and divine knowledge as religious wisdom. In his
view, religion is a strong and unique kind of knowledge. Religious wisdom is a
transcendental wisdom which aims to explain and provide various strategies for
spiritual transcendence of human being. Other kinds of wisdom are physical
wisdoms whose task is to explain the living and worldly affairs.

He considers knowledge of self, God and the text as mediating between man
and religious wisdom. In his view, anyone who lacks such kinds of knowledge
as prerequisites of understanding religious wisdom should not expect the grasp
of this kind of wisdom. Molana, who has taken his preconceptions from
mysticism, thinks that there is a firm relationship between mysticism and
understanding of religious wisdom because mysticism explicates the
hermeneutic requirements of such a kind of wisdom; i.e. someone who knows
his true self is true mystic and thus can grasp religious wisdom. In his view, the
difference between mysticism and the philosophy of his time is that the latter
lacks knowledge of self and God and, consequently, it is simply knowledge of
the text. Thus, we should not expect true understanding of religious wisdom
from philosophy.

According to Molavi, annihilated Man at the moment of intense desire for
attachment receives revelation and wisdom after connection to the Existence.
The most desirous seekers of attachment gain the best and unique revelation
which is religious wisdom and the last example of it has been manifested in the
Quran. It is a divine intact text for those separated from the realm of meaning
and those in love of attachment to the Existence.

" Associate Professor, University of Isfahan
" PhD candidate, University of Isfahan
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Molavi thinks that the seekers of prophet-like experience and religious wisdom
should not compare this text with other texts because, first, such it is not like
other texts and has its own features and, second, its understanding enjoys a
special logic with its own rules and conventions.

Keywords:
Molavi, wisdom, religion, religious wisdom, the Quran, revelation, reason,
interpretation, hermeneutic
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A Look at Mystical Commentaries of Mohr-e Nabovat

A. Ashraf Imami’
M. Sharafaei”

Abstract

Mohr-e Nabovat (the Seal of Prophethood) is amongst the miracles of the
Prophet of 1slam (PBUH) which has been considered the most by mystics. The
main issue of this paper is to study Muslim mystics’ commentaries and
interpretations of this seal and its connection with the most important mystical
themes across the first and second mystical traditions. Looking at how early
mystics like Hallg) has considered this sedl, it is observed that, first, they have
paid attention to description of the form of this seal and, with the appearance of
Ibn Arabi, such descriptions were substituted with interpretations, and the
theory of Unity of Being paved the way for proposing the most significant
mystical teachings such as Ascending and Descending arcs and Divine
Presences. In the middle eras of Sufism, great figures such as Sa’d al-Din
Hamuyeh, 1bn Arabi and Ibn Tarkehlsfahani specified the status of the Perfect
Man the Seal in monotheism by drawing the circles of monotheism and writing
independent works in this field. In late centuries, Jalal al-Din Muhammad Mad
a-Ashraf, one of the mystics of ZahabiehKabravieh, provided a commentary of
Mohr-e Nabovat by using the very foundations and the aid of revelation and
intuition. The mystics’ cosmological interpretation of this matter and its relation
with the seal of prophethood are amongst the most important findings of this

paper.

Keywords:
circles of monotheism, Mohr-e Nabovat, miracle, Mad al-Ashraf Zahabi

* Assistant Professor, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad
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The Art of Hafiz’s Libertine Language
(Ambiguity in the meaning of “that sin” in a verse of Hafiz)

M. HasaniJalilian"

Abstract

One of the devices of Hafiz’s libertine language is using of indisputable and
common beliefs of the readers as a cover for secondary meanings. In this paper,
to prove such a hypothesis, different aspects of the meaning of the following
verse are explored:

S s b & da) 2 45 olS 0T 3 SLs s 0lid glas o g 05 ol S
(OYYY APVY (dasl>)

The collocation of the words “wine” and “sin” in this verse drives the mind of
the reader to the sin of wine drinking. Accordingly, all commentators have
interpreted the phrase “that sin” as the sin of drinking wine but if we assume
that such phrase refers to “pouring wine” not “drinking wine”, this verse offers
a new meaning. Thus, it can be argued that the poet has considered wine as a
valuable element that wasting even a drop of it is a big sin but since, in the
tradition of pouring wine, the dead are benefited, the sin of pouring not drinking
of wineisjustifiable.

Decoding the words “wine”, “sip” and “soil” on the basis of their symbolic
usages in early mystical texts provides the ground for another interpretation.
Accordingly, such phrase refers to the sin of Adam and this verse is the
symbolic expression of pouring spirit to the man or giving him the love by the
Eternal Cup-Bearer and the incident of angels’ protest to the creation of Adam.
It is assumed that Hafiz simultaneously and in a libertine manner implies all the
three meanings.

Keywords:
Hafiz, pouring wine on soil, sin, libertine language

* Assistant Professor, University of Lorestan
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A Study and Analysis of Sufi M ofakherehs
M. Rezaie

Abstract

From the beginning, Islamic mysticism and Sufism was a site for the
development of many ideas, words and cults. Most followers of this religious-
social school have attempted alot to purify the inside and have invited othersto
their own manner. Besides religious and ethical beliefs, intellectual and
behavioral innovations are also seen in Sufism which have no record in Islamic
societies and they themselves call such innovations as Mostahsanat. A mongst
such innovations are Mofakhereh (verses of glory and pride). Although the
manner and intellectual method of Sufis is far from boasting, Sufi texts and
Tazkerehs are replete with such sayings which seems somehow strange. While
gathering SufiM of akherehs from significant Tazkerehs belonging to subsequent
eras, this paper ams to provide a thematic classification and content analysis of
such texts by analyzing their structure and content. Looking at these texts, it is
clarified that they can be classified with regard to various aspects like
explicitness, motif, participants and reasons behind their writing. Contrary to
the prevalent assumption that Mofakhereh is not about status and position, most
Mofakherehs are about these matters and then about boasting of prays.
Moreover, as opposed to the assumption, alarge number of such texts belong to
great Sufi figures such as Jonaid, Bayazid, Shebli, Abu Saeed Abulkheir,
Kharaganietc, which have been written with the aim of promotion and
encouragement.

Keywords:
Sufism, mysticism, Mofakhereh, miracle

* Assistant Professor, Salman-e Farsi University of Kazeroon
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The Roleof Interpretation in the Development of Mystical L anguage
A. MohammadiK alesar”

Abstract

Discussing the language of mysticism requires offering a number of features
which distinguishes it from other linguistic varieties. Emphasizing the presence
of Sufism terms or the presence of artistic-literary elements in such a language
shows a neutral reaction to the issue of mystical language in previous studies.
This paper aims to introduce interpretation as the fundamental factor in the
formation of and development of such language. Passing through existent
lingual concepts and structures, language of mysticism proposes novel
meanings and structures in an interpretive procedure. The significance of
interpretation is in the creation of deep structures which are the main factor
behind the structural and semantic development of this language. Disregarding
the conventional ontological and epistemological meanings of them, via a
linguistic interpretation, this view introduces “Zahir” (the outside) and “Baten”
(the inside) as going outside the old context and entering the new context.
Interpretive deep structures and their role in the spiritual movement of meaning
cause the language of mysticism develop on the paradigmatic axis rather than
syntagmatic axis; afactor which highlights literary aspect in mystical texts.

Keywords:
language of mysticism, interpretation, context, semantic layers
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An Investigation of Stylistic Features of Kashf al-M ahjoub on the
Basis of Halliday Functional Grammar

F. Majidi”
H. Yavari
Z. QodusiFeizabad™™”

Abstract

In order to grasp the attitude of the writer and discover the semantic system of
his mind as well as the dominant ideology of the text, this paper aims to
investigate the stylistic features of Kashf al-Mahjoub based on the ideational
and interpersonal metafunctions (in the Halliday grammar). The most important
results of this study are as following: the center of attention in the discourse of
Kashf al-Mahjoub is the God. He is present in a place to be defined as one of
the issues of Sufism and, by defining him, the worlds, man and other things are
also defined. Regarding the ideational metafunction, the text is mainly abstract.
Such a kind of thinking and the relative discourse are congruent with Sufism
system of evaluation and beliefs as wells as the doctrine of spiritualism. The
text is more persuasive than imperative. Even in the expression of norms, high
and absolute commanding is not used. To persuade the reader, the author
employs argumentative, descriptive and explaining devices as well as
declarative and interrogative moods. He uses subjunctive mood instead of
imperative and draws on the Quran and hadith as evidence for fixing the
discourse of Sufism. Benedictive mood dominates the text and one of the
characteristics of thistext is arousing of emotions. To facilitate and expedite the
process of persuasion, the writer uses emotive moods. Dubitative has the |lowest
frequency whereas the certainty mood has notable frequency. Declarative mood
has the highest frequency.

Keywords:
Kashf al-Mahjoub, critical discourse analysis, functional grammar, discourse of
Sufism
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