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Abstract

Manuscripts represent invaluable treasures of cultural and intellectual heritage, and their editing and publication are of
great scholarly importance. 4sh ‘at al-Lavayeh, authored by ‘Abd al-Malik Panipati, known as Amanallah—a follower
of the school of wahdat al-wujiid (Unity of Being) led by Ibn ‘Arabi—was written in the 10th century Hijri but has not
yet been published. This text is a mystical commentary on Lavayeh by Nur al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman Jami, a prominent
9th-century Sufi. Given the intellectual significance of Jami’s works, Ash ‘at al-Lavayeh merits scholarly attention for
its interpretative approach to Lavayeh. The author’s personal connection with Jami and his deep immersion in Sufi
literature further enhance the value of this commentary. In the introduction, Amanallah explains several key mystical
terms and demonstrates a broad knowledge of classical Sufi thought. This research introduces the manuscript using a
descriptive-analytical methodology, selecting a base version from among eight extant manuscripts. The study
underscores the significance of Ask ‘at al-Lavayeh in deepening the understanding of mystical doctrines, terminology,
and the intellectual heritage of the wahdat al-wujiid school.

Keywords: Ash ‘at al-Lavayeh, Amanallah Panipati, Manuscript Editing, Jami’s Lavayeh, Mystical Texts.

Introduction

This article introduces Ash ‘at al-Lavayeh, a mystical and epistemological work by ‘Abd al-Malik ibn ‘Abd al-
Qafur Ansari, surnamed Amanallah Panipatl. Composed in the 10th century Hijri, the text has yet to undergo
critical editing or publication. It is a comprehensive commentary on Lavayeh, a renowned mystical treatise by
Nir al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman Jami, a major figure in the wahdat al-wujid tradition established by Ibn ‘Arabi.
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Amanallah, a Sufi master of the Indian subcontinent and a disciple in Jami’s spiritual lineage, reflects the
teachings of this philosophical-mystical tradition. Ash ‘at al-Lavayeh serves not only as a commentary but also as
an essential resource for understanding medieval Sufi thought across Persian and Indo-Muslim contexts,
especially through the lens of Qadiriyya and Qalandariyya traditions. While many commentaries on Lavayeh
exist, this manuscript remains largely unstudied, adding to its significance.

Literature Review

A review of existing scholarship reveals that no dedicated study or critical edition of Ask ‘at al-Lavayeh has been
conducted to date. In contrast, Jam1’s Lavayeh has received considerable attention, leading to multiple reprints in
countries such as Iran, India, and Pakistan, and translations into various languages.

In this regard, notable commentaries include Makashif al-Asrar, al-Rawa’ih fi Hall Kalimat al-Lavayeh, and
Mifiah al-Sulik. Translations such as Tarjamat al-Lavayeh into Arabic by Sayf al-Din KashmirT (India, 1942),
and a versified Urdu version (Lavayeh-e Jami: Tajalliyat-i Dil, 1952) have broadened its accessibility.
Contemporary scholars like Shamsi Qani‘ and Jalal al-Din Ashtiyani have also contributed to its interpretation.
Despite this, Ash ‘at al-Lavayeh remains absent from the discourse, highlighting a crucial gap that this research
aims to fill. Accordingly, the current study aims to introduce the manuscript of Ash'at Al-Lavayeh written by
Abd Al-Malek Ibn Abd Al-Qafour Ansari, Known as Amanallah Pani-Pati.

Methodology
This study follows a descriptive-analytical approach, drawing on library-based research and manuscript
collation. Among eight known copies, MS No. 318 (Hekmat Collection, University of Tehran) was selected as
the base text due to its chronological proximity to the author and textual completeness. Additional copies housed
in Berlin, Rampur, and Ahmadabad were also consulted.

Key manuscripts include:

e Tehran: MS No. 318 Hekmat, F6097

e Berlin: MS No. 812 (Sprenger Collection)

e Rampur: MS No. 901, Row 4173

Some manuscripts are incomplete or missing folios, particularly at the beginning or end.

Results
Amanallah composed Ash ‘at al-Lavayeh under the intellectual influence of Ibn ‘Arabi, Sadr al-Din al-Qlinawi,
and other prominent Sufi philosophers. The preface includes praise for the Prophet, an autobiographical note,
and a detailed exploration of Sufi terminology. Central mystical concepts discussed include:
Existence and Absolute Being
Degrees of Manifestation
Divine Names and Attributes
The Relationship between God and Creation

e Concepts of Subsistence (baga’) and Annihilation (fana’)

The commentary is notable for its integrative style, combining philosophical rigor with mystical insight.
While firmly grounded in the doctrine of wahdat al-wujiid, Amanallah writes in accessible language and often
responds to critiques of the doctrine with theological and rational arguments.

Stylistic Analysis
The text employs both ornate and simple prose styles. The preface utilizes rhetorical devices like saj* (rhymed
prose) and jinas (paronomasia), whereas the commentary proper is more straightforward.

e Linguistic Features: Use of Arabic-influenced syntax, specialized Sufi vocabulary, and poetic quotations

e Literary Devices: Similes, metaphors, and allegories, drawing on both natural and mythological imagery

e Intellectual Style: Integration of transmitted knowledge (nagl) and reason (‘agl), with emphasis on
experiential understanding (ma rifa)

The stylistic and thematic qualities indicate the influence of both Indian and Iragi styles, positioning the work
as a transitional text in Persian mystical prose.

As one of the few extant yet unstudied commentaries on Jami’s Lavayeh, Ash‘at al-Lavayeh is of
considerable scholarly interest. Its detailed treatment of Sufi concepts, intertextual engagement with earlier
mystics, and Indo-Persian stylistic traits make it a valuable source for understanding the evolution of wahdat al-
wujad in the Safavid period and beyond.

The ongoing critical edition of the manuscript by the authors is expected to contribute significantly to Islamic
mysticism and manuscript studies. Its publication will enable further comparative analyses of mystical traditions
between Iran and the Indian subcontinent, and revive scholarly attention to an overlooked yet rich Sufi work.
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