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Abstract

The coherence of the text results from the interaction and connection of its various devices, demonstrating that
all elements are linked together. Any disruption to any part of the text will disrupt the entire text. Text coherence
is comprised of several components, one of which is rhetorical coherence. Rhetoric was summarized in a few
elements in the past. It seems that today it has found a broader meaning and can be considered to include all
linguistic and non-linguistic elements that convey a message from the sender to the receiver, according to the
context of the text. Maulavi's Masnavi appears to lack conventional rhetorical devices. However, this text has a
coherent structure. In other words, the coherence of its rhetorical structure is due to different components rarely
seen in other didactic works. Using a descriptive-analytical method, this research aims to identify the factors of
rhetorical coherence in Mashavi. According to the results of the study, various elements contribute to the
rhetorical coherence of a text. These include the interaction of different language roles in a single text, the
coherence of the text despite deviation from the linguistic norms, the syntax of the text, dialogues and turn-
taking, the structure of the text and its suggestive aspects, attention to the textual and situational contexts, tone,
mood, and embedding.
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Introduction
A text is a coherent whole whose various components interact with each other, and if one of these text devices
cannot establish coherence with its different elements and convey the text’s message following the other
components, the coherence or integrity of the text will be lost. A rhetorical device consists of various linguistic
and non-linguistic elements that work within the context of a text to effectively convey a message. Rhetoric
encompasses more than just metaphors, similes, and similar figures of speech; it includes a wide range of
elements that interact with one another and shape the overall meaning.

Masnavi is an educational work in Persian that includes stories on various topics. Given that the main
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function of educational literature is to convey a message without ambiguity, genuine rhetoric is absent in
authentic educational texts, such as Rumi's Masnavi. We do not encounter a variety of complex and multilayered
rhetorical techniques; rather, we find arrangements or artistic structures associated with the text's devices that
contribute to its overall impact and coherence.

The current study employs a descriptive-analytical method to examine the factors contributing to rhetorical
coherence in Masnavi. It appears that the rhetorical devices used in Masnavi draw upon several components,
including the breaking of linguistic norms, attention to both the textual and metatextual context, as well as
instructional aspects, tone, and mood. These elements are strongly interconnected with other textual devices,
ultimately resulting in enhanced textual coherence.

Methodology
The present study uses a descriptive-analytical method to identify the factors of rhetorical coherence in Masnhavi
Manavi.

Review of Literature
Some studies have been conducted on coherence in Persian literary texts, presented in the form of theses and
articles. For instance, Moin al-Dini (2003) addresses creating text coherence in Kalilah and Dimnah. Other
topics include the analysis of coherence in a Ghazal by Hafez based on functional linguistics (Pournamdarian &
Ishani, 2010), the process of grammatical coherence in a long poem by Amaaq Bukhari (Shabanloo, et al., 2008),
and textual coherence in the ghazals of Saadi and Bedil Dehlavi (Yahaghi & Fallahi, 2010). Sarli and Ishani
(2011) explored the theory of coherence and coherent harmony, along with its application in a Persian mini-tale.
Foruzandeh and Bani Talebi (2014) studied creative tools of textual coherence and rhetorical continuities in
Weiss and Ramin, Amiri Khorasani and Alinejad (2015) investigated the elements of text coherence in Nafsat al-
Masdur based on the theory of Halliday and Hassan whereas Hajeidi and Razaviyan (2019) explored coherence
factors in the story Sadeq Chobak’s Adel. Although researchers have made efforts, none of these studies have
addressed coherence in Masnavi, particularly rhetorical coherence. Therefore, this study is significant from this
perspective.

Results

The coherence of a text arises from the interaction and connection of its various components. This interaction
creates a unified whole where all elements are interconnected. If any component is disrupted, it can lead to a
breakdown of the entire text. One important aspect of text coherence is rhetorical coherence. Nowadays, we must
view rhetoric from a new perspective; limiting it to traditional uses overlooks many devices and techniques
found in the text. Rhetorical coherence refers to how different parts of a text interact and effectively convey the
message within its context and literary genre. When there is a clear connection between the elements of the text,
we can discuss rhetorical coherence. Essentially, rhetorical coherence is the overall unity of the entire text.

Rumi's Masnavi and similar works are classified as educational literature. In these types of works, the
language is "persuasive,”" meaning that the author aims to convey a clear message while motivating the audience
to take specific actions or to refrain from certain behaviors. To achieve this goal, various systems within the text,
alongside internal communication, must also interact with one another; the outcome of such interactions leads to
the coherence of the text. Among Persian literature, Rumi's Masnhavi stands out as a unique educational text.
Unlike many rhetorical works, it does not prominently feature conventional or well-known rhetorical devices.
However, it possesses a coherent structure, and despite the absence of familiar elements typically found in
rhetorical texts, it exemplifies an exceptional educational literary form.

The interconnectedness of its elements contributes to the overall coherence of the work. Components that are
seldom found in texts of this nature may initially appear to contradict established principles of rhetoric.
However, when we examine their function and interaction with other elements in the text, we can see that their
goal is to effectively convey the message within its context. Elements that contribute to the rhetorical coherence
of this text include the interaction of various language roles within a single narrative, the overall coherence
despite deviations from linguistic norms, the syntax used, dialogue exchanges, turn-taking, the text’s structure
and its inductive features, attention to both textual and situational contexts, as well as tone and mood.
Additionally, the internalization of these aspects plays a significant role in creating cohesion.
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