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Abstract

Jalaluddin Rumi expresses some of the deepest Sufi teachings of Mathnavi in the words “Ear and Intelligence”.
The research questions of this study focus on explaining the Sufi knowledge of Mathnavi through “ear and
intelligence” and the quality of their interaction in creating concepts. The aim is to investigate the spiritual
relationship between “Ear and Intelligence” in conveying some of Rumi’s mystical intentions in a poetic verse
and the use of its prominent words. All the Mathnavi books, in which “Ear and Intelligence” contributed to
conveying the meaning of a verse, were studied using a descriptive-analytical method. The results show that in
some parts of Mathnavi, Rumi presents special themes in the form of “ear and intelligence” and expands the
scope of their concepts by using the prominent words of that verse. Through their semantic aspects, he provides
the possibility of precise recognition in understanding the mystical word and demonstrates the importance of the
accompaniment of form and content in understanding the teachings of Mathnavi and makes it appear in the form
of a poetic system emerging from the unseen world.
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Introduction

In explaining the mystical aspects and epistemological teachings of Mathnavi, Jalal al-Din Mohammad Balkhi
creates new combinations, establishes precise terms, and uses words in a specific way in the text. He
conceptualizes some abstract concepts in an objective way (Shakeri et al., 2023, p. 45) and at the same time, he
takes some objective forms towards apparently clearer abstract concepts and makes them more prominent “with
the help of the power of extensive mental associations resulting from mystical experiences” (Pournamdarian,
2005, p. 255). Focusing on some combinations and the use of specific words in Mathnavi paves the way for
perceiving the problems of Mathnavi verses and leads to the understanding of its complex and elusive concepts.
Among the most frequently used words in Mathnavi are “ear” and “intelligence”. The juxtaposition of these two
words, along with the prominent words in the same verse, expands their concepts in terms of conceptual
development and clarification of their contents, makes it easier to understand the teachings of Mathnavi, and
removes the ambiguity of mystical language from esoteric teachings and its intuitive findings. In the following,
the necessity of examining this issue is analyzed through the aforementioned words in the text of Mathnavi and
its six books.

Review of Literature

Researchers have considered “ear”, the sense of hearing, hearing and listening, and “intelligence” mentioned by
Rumi in the perception of knowledge. For example, Awani (2010) in her article The Ear of Intelligence: A Look
at Rumi’s View on the Levels of Understanding and Perception, examines the nature and conditions of “hearing”
and concludes that only “the ear of intelligence” understands the intended meaning (complaint of a ney). In her
analysis, “the ear of sense” plays a limited and insufficient role in the levels of understanding and perception.
Yaghoobi (2014) in his article The Word of Intelligence in the Ney-nameh pays attention to the multiple
meanings of “intelligence” and takes it in the meaning of death and in the concept of mystical “annihilation” and
analyzes the signs of the verbal context at several levels. In this study, the ear merely serves as an allegory to
help clarify the meaning. Farrokhzad and Zare-e-Kohan (2019) in their article Analysis of the Components of
Spiritual Intelligence in Mystical Literature Based on Rumi’s Mathnavi conclude that peace, faith, altruism, and
their appropriate application in life are among the characteristics of spiritual intelligence in Mathnavi. This
concept is consistent with psychological concepts of intelligence and is not related to the subject of this research.
In his article Analysis of the Sense of Hearing from Rumi’s Perspective, Karimpasandi (2022) calls the sense of
hearing the most important active sense of man for understanding the world of appearance. He emphasizes the
function and importance of the sense of hearing in reaching the higher realm and does not refer to intelligence. In
many ways, it is different from the subject of the present research.

Methodology

Maulana depicts his spiritual and mental worlds through the use of the two words “ear” and “intelligence” in one
verse and in 40 parts of Mathnavi. Many scholars interpret the two words in opposition to each other. However,
in “prominent positions” of their interaction, they create symbolic meanings. By using these two words, Rumi
shows some of his spiritual thoughts and experiences and speaks simultaneously in two realms: abstract
(intelligence) and concrete (ear). Their structural connection is strengthened by other words and combinations in
the same verse. By using this method, he increases the spiritual power of the accompanying words and provides
a more precise interpretative tool for accessing mystical thoughts. To understand the meaning in verses where
“ear and intelligence” are in association, attention to the contents of both words is as necessary as attention to the
context of the meaning and the way in which the prominent words of that verse are placed. In these verses, the
word “intelligence” plays an important role, so that the concepts of “ear” and other words move towards it, and
sometimes this same concept acts in the opposite direction. When “ear” appears in a spiritually privileged
position, it gives semantic balance to other concepts arising from other words. “Ear” and “intelligence” in this
integrated context form Rumi’s intellectual-linguistic system reveal emotional power in developing the content.
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To extract research data, all verses of Mathnavi, in which “ear” and “intelligence” have played a role in
constructing the meaning and content of verses, are examined using a descriptive-analytical method. The goal is
to perceive the mystical points and concepts referred to by Rumi in the form using these words.

Results

The words “ear and intelligence” in Mathnavi can be taken as the product of the fundamental duality of human
existence, representing his body and soul and placing them in an increasing interaction with each other. The new
association that Rumi creates between these two words in a verse and its prominent words helps to advance
his mystical ontological thoughts, and this type of treatment of words can be considered an example of a
special linguistic manifestation that is carried out in line with understanding the worlds of Mathnavi and
discovering them. In the form of concepts resulting from the association of the two words “ear and
intelligence”, Rumi makes it possible to reach the behavioral dimensions of a person in the world of sense
and inner self, and by moving them throughout the speech and giving main and secondary roles to each, he
expands this possibility to infinity.

In important positions, he considers conveying the true meaning into human life in the joint functions of the
words “ear and intelligence” and the assistance of other prominent words, and therefore gives an equal role to the
importance and function of both words. The mind, in its function and through the power of intelligence,
interprets persuasive and emotional concepts to various topics and increases the reader’s power of understanding
in achieving the perception of the teachings of Mathnavi. "Ear" in its apparent form is a factor in acquiring
mystical knowledge, and its combination with "intelligence” shows it to be a cognitive factor. For this reason,
these two words in Mathnavi sometimes intertwine with each other in such a way that they are simultaneously at
the same level and degree in conveying the message and spiritual purposes. Rumi returns the main role to both
words in the natural narration of Mathnavi stories and in expressing wisdom. In his cryptic interpretations of the
concepts of both words, he narrates the meanings derived from them in a broad and symbolic horizon, and
therefore their themes continue in the mystical perceptions of the audience.
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