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Abstract

This research aims to explain that the artistic capacity in literature and some ritual manifestations formed around
Ashura is a reflection of the nature of this great uprising. In terms of literary genre, recounting this amazing
movement has turned it into an "epic". The reason for this is primarily the greatness of the event in terms of the
emergence of an unbreakable and holy will in a very unequal war. It can also be attributed to the spiritual depth
of this movement, from beginning to end, from its backgrounds to its social and cultural impacts, turning into
cultural representation and manifestations in everyday life and folk literature. Therefore, practically from the
perspective of literary genres, an epic capacity has been given to this great movement. Therefore, in the process
of entering the artistic field of the epic, special literary elements have found their way into it. This study seeks to
introduce a middle ground between the "mere report" of Ashura and the exaggerated distortions that have been
added to it. This intermediate boundary can only be literary and, from a literary, philosophical, and artistic
perspective, is suitable for this extraordinary event. The research method is descriptive-analytical and is based on
the theoretical framework of Aristotle’s poetics. This research, while confirming the artistic and literary
approaches to Ashura, scrutinizes extreme exaggerations and distortions as well as non-aesthetic reports of
Ashura. Furthermore, this research reconceptualizes these distinctions by analyzing the literary elements of the
most famous Ashura Persian writings, Mohtasham Kashani's poem.
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Introduction

The main issue of this study is to explain the capacity and function of “literary understanding” in more
accurately understanding the artistic dimensions of Ashura literature and rituals, and to clarify its distinction
from historical reports of the Ashura event on the one hand, and to express its boundaries with the distortions
related to the uprising of Imam Hussein (AS). In other words, clarifying the poetic aspects and de-familiarizing
Ashura literature and rituals are the themes of this study.

Here, it should be clearly stated that the purpose of this study is not to justify the distortions in the narration
of the events of Ashura that have swelled throughout history and have been added to the events of the uprising of
Imam Hussein (AS), that is, we do not seek to defend them. What Motahari expressed with concern about the
distortions of Ashura (Bani Asadi, 2012, p. 130) is right and deserved. On the other hand, in the processing of
literary and artistic texts, one cannot speak exactly in accordance with rational and historical logic; because in
the essence of literature, imagination and emotion have an effective intervention, otherwise literature and art
would not exist. Mohtasham Kashani's composition is also naturally interpretable due to its symbolic nature and
has the capacity to be interpreted and have the ability to be read in various ways.

Review of Literature

A lot has been said about the literature of Ashura and its literary manifestations, but it is rare to find a source that
has addressed it in terms of the literary understanding of the great uprising of Ashura. In this regard, the
following sources and studies close to this issue are mentioned:

Al-Dawud, in the introduction to the book Safineh Marathi wa Noheha, has examined the continuity of this
trend in the Persian language and stated that it has included numerous manifestations of Ashura almost from the
very early centuries when the Persian language became popular, up to the tenth century. In his study, he names
about 50 poets and writers who have addressed Ashura (cf. Al-Dawud, 2010, pp. 17-33).

Kafi, in a comprehensive discussion, has examined the trend of Shiite poetry before the Safavids and
Mohtasham in detail in the chapter of the book Sharh Manzumeh Zohr (cf. Kafi, 2017, pp. 109-181). In addition,
Parsapour and Karami (2010) have also addressed this issue from another perspective.

It is necessary to examine and analyze the most famous and widely cited Ashura poetry, namely the sonorous
composition of Mohtasham Kashani, from a literary perspective and its symbolic, archetypal, cosmological,
mythological, epic, mimetic, and emotional capacities, in order to better clarify the possibility of the function of
literature and the inevitability of the possessive and developmental view of literature and mythology in
describing the Ashura uprising.

Rituals also carry a kind of artistic and poetic creativity with them, and perhaps they share the same origin of
literature and art, which is imagination, because they emerge through the passage of imagination by blending
with poetic and harmonic structures and special techniques.

Various branches of religion, art and literature, architecture, illumination, calligraphy, and inscriptions, and
especially poetry and poetic prose, all have a kind of de-familiarity and imitation, and are astonishing. They are
mixed with virtual documents, symbolism and myths, and in the process of imagination and imagery, they
transform phenomena into eternity (cf. Shaygan, 2009, pp. 208-209).

In sum, it can be said that writers and artists present an understanding of phenomena that is not on the agenda
of theologians, philosophers, and scientists. Therefore, in every pure work of art and in every original painting, a
kind of creative appropriation, exaggeration, special coloring, and staging takes place according to the taste and
desire of the author and the audience; otherwise, the repetition of the same nature outside, which is considered a
photo or a report of it presented from the same reality, has no charm and grace.

Methodology
The research method of the study is descriptive-analytical and is based on the theoretical framework of
Aristotle’s poetics. This research, while confirming the artistic and literary approaches to Ashura, scrutinizes
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extreme exaggerations and distortions as well as non-aesthetic reports of Ashura. Furthermore, this research
reconceptualizes these distinctions by analyzing the literary elements of Mohtasham Kashani's Ashura poem.

Results

The main essence of literature is imagination and emotion, which determines the creation of an artistic-literary
text through imitations and forms of poetic elements to explain it. Therefore, for the literary depiction of an
event, a kind of possession resulting from imagination and formation around it is organized. In the process of the
birth of a literary text, a range and layer of literary elements emerge as an artistic essence.

At higher and artistic levels, metaphor, irony, ambiguous images, and the art of recognizing or giving life
come to the fore, and in all these layers, a kind of soul of the original story in the event is manifested as the truth
of the event; but the virtual and literary approach expands it.

If this event, on the one hand, becomes oral literature and takes on an anthropological aspect and acquires a
global, interethnic, intertribal, and transnational aspect, that is, a human and conscience aspect, the possibility of
this development and connection to eternity will increase, and Ashura is one of the most prominent historical
events that has been placed in the passage of literature and diverse and colorful artistic interpretations have been
created around it, as if lighting and mirroring of that event had been formed.

Considering the purpose of the study, it should be noted that three groups have reacted to the distortions
surrounding the literature and rituals of Ashura:

1) Concerned people who are worried about the distortion of the Ashura event from an intra-religious
perspective. In our time, Ali Shariati, Motahari, and so on have specifically addressed this issue more.

2) Concerned religious people who, from an extra-religious perspective and based on purely rational,
philosophical, theological, and rational analysis, are concerned about harming the essence of religious rituals,
including Ashura. Many thinkers fall into this group.

3) A group that has no religious concerns and considers poetic and literary exaggerations to be among the
shortcomings of religion or history, traditions, and religious rituals themselves, and considers them all to be
opposed to reason and progress, although the origins of these approaches are of course very different.

This study mainly considers the first group as its addressee and argues that the poetic and artistic entry into
the arena of the great and extraordinary uprising of Ashura is inevitable.
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