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Abstract

Love and longing are among the most profound and universal human experiences, intricately linked to our
understanding of knowledge. The emergence, persistence, intensity, and fragility of love are all influenced by
this knowledge. However, when viewed through the lens of ontological phenomenalism—the foundational
principle of theoretical mysticism—Iove takes on a different significance.

Ibn Arabi, a prominent Muslim mystic, articulates a unique conception of love as it relates to expansive
existence and personal unity. He posits that love signifies a connection to absolute existence within the
framework of conditional existence. In this perspective, the lover perceives their beloved as a conditional being;
yet, in every act of love and pursuit, it is the true and essential beloved that is fundamentally desired.

In his treatise "La Yu'awwal Alayhi", Ibn Arabi explored themes that warrant deep consideration, often from
a mystical and meaning-oriented viewpoint. In contrast, Khwaja Nasir al-Din Tusi, in the opening chapters of
"Awsaf al-Ashraf", offered insights on the nature of love that both diverge from and resonate with lbn Arabi's
views. Tusi employed a quasi-dialectical framework to interpret the reality of love, emphasizing its indefinability
due to its elusive nature.
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Introduction

The nature of humanity's relationship with the Almighty can be understood in various ways. Some approach God
with a mercantile mindset, others with fear, and still others with love. The latter signifies a desire for God purely
for His own sake, rather than for any material or coercive reason. This perspective can extend beyond the divine
to encompass anything that brings human tranquility—seeking all things for their intrinsic value rather than their
extrinsic benefits. Everything possesses an inherent quality that warrants appreciation; nothing should be desired
merely as a means to an end though all things can have their effects. In contemporary theological discourse, this
notion can be interpreted as presence and sincerity.

In this context, purity involves engaging with each entity in its entirety. One should not fixate on the effects
that arise from encountering a phenomenon; this understanding captures the essence of love, presence, and
sincerity. Thus, not only acts of worship and prayer, but all experiences require genuine presence to yield true
benefit. When an individual can focus on the encounter itself and derive joy and value from the relationship
rather than its peripheral gains, this is the essence of love and affection.

The love that Ibn Arabi described aligned closely with this understanding. One should neither pursue the
beloved nor the benefits associated with that love; instead, one should immerse themselves in the experience of
love itself. Consequently, love can also be superficial or misguided; love rooted in expectations, demands, or
benefits fails to nurture true contentment, satisfaction, and joy.

Materials & Methods
From a methodological standpoint, this study drew on the theories of Ibn Arabi and Khwaja Nasir to explore the
nature of love, encompassing its ideological, personal, and textual dimensions.

Research Findings

While Ibn Arabi's perspectives on love were undoubtedly appealing, Khwaja Nasir's views tended to be more
practical and realistic, aligning with the principles of pragmatism, which regard statements as components of
truth. Notably, there was considerable agreement between Ibn Arabi and Khwaja Nasir, particularly in their
belief that true connection and love involve the lover transcending their own self to embrace the essence of the
beloved. It is important to note that, for the true lover, the expression of love should focus solely on the beloved.
To truly understand love, the lover must be willing to sacrifice superficial desires in favor of deeper, more
profound yearnings.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

Ibn Arabi's views on love were distinctly humanistic, monotheistic, and focused on interpersonal relationships,
whereas Khwaja Nasir presented a perspective that was extra-human, God-centered, and also monotheistic. From
Ibn Arabi’s standpoint, humanity was seen as an objective entity, while Khwaja Nasir viewed humanity as a
pathway to the divine. This distinction appeared to stem from Ibn Arabi's mystical paradigm and Khwaja Nasir's
theological framework although some scholars had attempted to categorize Khwaja as a mystic, particularly in
this work. In the mystical tradition, individuals are often regarded as so close to God that they can be seen as
equivalent to Him, reflecting His omnipresence and permanence. While theoretical mysticism seeks to address
the duality between the essence and manifestation of existence, the emphasis on humanity is articulated in such a
compelling and repetitive manner that it leaves little room for other considerations. In contrast, the theological
perspective maintains a significant distinction between the Creator and the created. Here, the devotee aims to
forge a connection with the divine, navigating a duality between the lover and the beloved, which the lover
strives to transcend. Ultimately, the Self seeks to draw closer to the Beloved.
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