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Abstract

The story of Lili and Majnoon has been frequently referred to in the explanation
of mystical elements in Persian literature. The present study aims at
investigating the reason and the mystical functions of the story. The results of
this research showed that Ozra’s sovereignty of love over the relations between
the lovers and the beloved and its compatibility with the love are among the
most important reasons why mystics refer to such a story.

Also, the justification of earthly love and explanation of lyrical and mystical
issues are the two key functions of this story. Earthly love is justified in three
ways in this story: an introduction to the love, clothing, and manifestation of the
truth in appearances. In addition, issues such as anti-rationalism, mystics’
ambiguous language, the unity of the lover with the truth, negation of
selfishness, the state of satisfaction are explained in the story. Mystics used not
only the totality of the story but also the special events of it from time to time.
Sometimes, they have reiterated the events of it and embellished them with
heroic events.
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